PARK FEATURES
TALL GRASS PRAIRIES

THE JEAN V. WOODHULL
PRAIRIE

These open areas consist of grasses that reach
heights of 6 to 10 feet by late summer and are filled
with a variety of wildflowers (forbs) that add color
to the sea of grass. Prairie wildflowers reach their
blooming peak in mid summer and early fall. Possum
Creek’s prairie areas were planted starting in 1980
to serve as a haven for the now rare plants and
animals that once inhabited natural prairie openings
in southwestern Ohio’s woodlands.

COMMUNITY GARDENS
This 2.5 acre plot at Possum Creek MetroPark is
nurtured by more than 50 gardeners from the region
who grow vegetables, herbs and flowers each year
in 20 foot by 40 foot plots, rented from May through
September. Possum Creek and Wegerzyn Gardens
house the only two community gardens in Five Rivers
MetroParks. Both are part of the Five Rivers
MetroParks Community Gardening program, which
helps community groups develop neighborhood
gardens throughout Montgomery County. For more
information and the latest map of community
gardens, visit metroparks.org/communitygardening
or call (937) 276-7053.

This planted prairie is named in honor of Jean V.
Woodhull for her outstanding contributions to Five
Rivers MetroParks. In 1962, she was instrumental in
creating the Save Open Space Commiee that led
to the creation of MetroParks. In addition, Mrs.
Woodhull served on the MetroParks Board of Park
Commissioners from January 1989 to November 1998.

ARGONNE FOREST
Walk through the Argonne Forest following the
purple loop trail and discover a beautiful woodlands
dominated by old beech trees. In the 1930s and
early 1940s, these woods were part of an amusement
park known as the Argonne Forest Park. It was
created by Null Hodapp and named in honor of the
322nd Field Artillery Unit that fought in the Argonne
Forest in France during World War I. The park
included a swimming pool, shooting range, ball
diamond, dance hall, auto race track, cabins and
street cars. Stop at the marked sites along the way
to discover remnants of the amusement park.

EDUCATIONCENTER
The Education Center at Possum Creek
MetroPark is home to public educational programs
year-round. These programs focus mainly on local
food and the environment.
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Color-Coded Hiking Trails
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green trail = 0.3 miles
red trail = 0.5 miles
blue trail = 1.0 miles
pink trail = 1.2 miles
yellow trail = 1.3 miles
purple trail = 1.4 miles
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Five Rivers MetroParks supports the Americans with Disabilities
Act by making reasonable accommodations in serving
individuals with disabilities. Programs and facilities are offered
on a non-discriminatory basis. If accommodations are needed,
please call (937) 275-PARK (7275) at least one week in advance.
Five Rivers MetroParks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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