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1. Wildlife: The year started off with a big interest in raptors.  In mid-November, 2015 I noted the 

presence of short-eared owls and northern harriers on the prairie and posted these sightings on 

the popular birding website ebird.com.  Before long birders started congregating near dusk to 

watch these rare birds of prey.  Several wildlife photographers came as well and took some 

rather amazing shots.  Short-eared owls arrived in November, 2015.  The peak population, 18 

individuals, was observed on 1-2-2016 by Dan Enders. The population apparently started 

dispersing elsewhere, the last sighting reported on 2-7.  At least one bird apparently wandered 

too close to the active airfield and refused to leave.  Darryn said this individual was removed for 

safety reasons.  Northern Harriers arrived in mid-November, 2015.  Up to 7 of these raptors 

hunted on the prairie.  Other raptors seen were red-tailed hawk, American kestrel, and Merlin. 

 

Short-eared owl at HPSNL by Jeremy Mudd, 12-6-2015                                              Short-eared owl at HPSNL by Chong Zhang 

 

   

     Male Northern harrier at HPSNL by Roger Garber, 1-30-2015                            Northern harrier at HPSNL by David and Terry Norris, 1-28-2016 

 



Nesting grassland birds started setting up territories on the prairie right after it was mowed.  

Bobolinks arrived the first week of May.  A count of males conducted on June found nine pair utilizing 

the Landmark, two on the field by the Rod and Gun Club, and 3-4 on the Flying Field.  The Flying Field 

and the Gun Club fields were both mowed by WPAFB in mid-June.  A subsequent inventory of these sites 

revealed that the mowing had not destroyed all the nest sites, they still contained adults feeding young.  

L ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ мнέ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ 

unless the tractor wheels ran them over.  Overall it was a good year for most grassland species.  I 

purchased a better camera and got some decent pictures of grassland birds.  At least two pair of 

dickcissels nested in the south end, and at least one pair of blue grosbeaks nested in the northwest end 

of the prairie. 

 

Male Bobolink                                                                   Female Bobolink                                  

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

               Male Dickcissel                                                                 Grasshopper Sparrow                                                

  

 

                    

IŜƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ όǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ wΦ .ƛŎƪƴŜƭƭύ                                          Blue Grosbeak 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Red-winged Blackbird            Willow Flycatcher 

  

The bird that received the highest 

amount of notoriety in 2016 was the 

ruby-throated hummingbird.  Usually 

a woodland resident, hummingbirds 

descend on the prairie in large 

numbers when the royal catchfly 

blooms in July.  Perhaps a hundred of 

these birds could be seen hovering by 

the bright red flowers and chasing 

each other about.  Ohio naturalist Jim 

McCormac spent considerable time 

on the obtaining some great pictures 

of this bird and flower show.  

 

 

 

In mid-late summer the prairie attracts large number of swallows from the region that forage overhead 

for insects, particularly barn, tree, rough-winged and cliff swallows.  

Reptiles and amphibians observed on the prairie in 2016 include American toad, leopard frog, smooth 

green snake, eastern garter snake and brown snake. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Smooth green snake at HPSNL, 2016                           Brown snake at HPSNL, 2016 

 

Mammals observed were Eastern Mole, Coyote, white-tailed deer, groundhog, and thirteen-lined 

ground squirrel. 

 

Groundhog (right), 

Photo by Roger Garber                                                    

 

Thirteen-lined ground 

squirrel 

Photo by Roger Garber 

 

 

 

 

White-tailed deer  

family, photo by 

Roger Garber                                 

 
 

                                            

 

 

 



It appeared to be a good year for insects on the prairie.  Large numbers of honeybees and several 

species of bumblebees could be seen from mid-summer through September.  Another bee that was 

noted was a newcomer, the Giant Rosin Bee (Megachile sculpturalis), an Asian species that is moving 

into this area.  Another notable insect observed was the clouded crimson moth (Schinia gaurae) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giant rosin bee on butterfly milkweed 

 

Bumblebee and honey bee on common milkweed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larvae of clouded crimson moth on Biennial Gaura                          Fall katydid on big bluestem 

 

 

 

A good diversity of butterflies was documented on the prairie in 2016, partially because of the ongoing 

butterfly monitoring research happening there.  These pics were taken at HPSNL in the 2016 season: 



  
     Pipevine swallowtail                    Black swallowtail                   Giant swallowtail          Tiger swallowtail 

 

 
  Cabbage White                                Clouded sulpher                  Yellow Sulpher              Pearl Crescent 

                                                                
                Monarch                               Red Admiral                    Eastern Comma               Variegated fritillary 

 

 
          Common Buckeye                        Meadow fritillary                 tŜŎƪΩǎ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊ             Com.  Checkered Skipper                  

 

Other species documented in 2016 were Orange Sulpher, Sleepy Orange,  Cloudless Sulpher, American 

Copper, Banded hairstreak, Eastern Tailed Blue, Spring Azure, Summer Azure, Great Spangled Fritillary, 

Question Mark, Mourning Cloak, American Lady, Red-Spotted Purple, Viceroy, Hackberry Emperor, Little 

Wood Satyr, Common Wood Nymph, Silver-Spotted Skipper, Wild Indigo Duskywing, Fiery Skipper, 

European Skipper, Least Skipper, Delaware Skipper, Swarthy Skipper, and Tawny Emperor.  A total of 41 


