FIVE RIVERS METROPARKS, OHIO

CODE OF ORDINANCES

Manuscript contains:
Local legislation current through 8-1-2022
State legislation current through 1-6-2023

AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING

525 Vine Street, Suite 310 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 (800) 445-5588



Chapter

10.

30.

70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

FIVE RIVERS METROPARKS, OHIO
TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE I: GENERAL PROVISIONS

General Provisions

TITLE I1I: ADMINISTRATION

General Provisions

TITLE V: PUBLIC WORKS

[Reserved]

TITLE VII: TRAFFIC CODE

General Provisions

Licensing Provisions

Traffic Rules

Parking Regulations

Equipment and Loads

Bicycles, Electric Transportation Devices, and Motorcycles

TITLE IX: GENERAL REGULATIONS
Animals
Boating and Watercraft
Fire Prevention; Fireworks
Alcoholic Beverages
Permits

TITLE XI: BUSINESS REGULATIONS

[Reserved]



130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.

Five Rivers MetroParks - Table of Contents

TITLE XIII: GENERAL OFFENSES

General Provisions

Offenses Against Property and Environment
Offenses Against Public Peace

Sex Offenses

Gambling Offenses

Offenses Against Persons

Offenses Against Justice and Administration
Weapons Control

Drug Offenses

TITLE XV: LAND USAGE

[Reserved]

PARALLEL REFERENCES

Historical References to Ohio Revised Code
References to Prior Code
References to District Rules and Regulations
References to Board Amendments

INDEX



TITLE I: GENERAL PROVISIONS
Chapter

10. GENERAL PROVISIONS



Five Rivers MetroParks - General Provisions



CHAPTER 10: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section

10.01 Title of code

10.02  Authority

10.03  Interpretation

10.04  Application to future Rules and Regulations
10.05 Captions

10.06  Definitions

10.07 Rules of interpretation

10.08  Severability

10.09 Reference to other sections

10.10  Reference to offices

10.11  Errors and omissions

10.12  Official time

10.13  Reasonable time

10.14  Rules and Regulations repealed

10.15 Rules and Regulations unaffected

10.16  Effective date of Rules and Regulations

10.17  Repeal or modification of Rules and Regulations
10.18 Rules and regulations which amend or supplement code
10.19  Section histories; statutory references

10.99  General penalty

§ 10.01 TITLE OF CODE.

This codification of Rules and Regulations by and for the Five Rivers MetroParks and the Board of
Park Commissioners of Five Rivers MetroParks shall be designated as the Code of Rules and Regulations
of the Five Rivers MetroParks and may be so cited.

(Prior Code, § 10.01)

§ 10.02 AUTHORITY.

The following Rules and Regulations set forth in this code are adopted by the Board of Park
Commissioners of Five Rivers MetroParks, pursuant to R.C. § 1545.09, for the preservation of good
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order within and adjacent to parks and reservations of land, and for the protection and preservation of
the parks, parkways, and other reservations of land under its jurisdiction and control and of property and
natural life therein.

(Prior Code, § 10.02) (Rules and Regs. § 1)

§ 10.03 INTERPRETATION.

Unless otherwise provided herein, or by law or implication required, the same rules of construction,
definition, and application shall govern the interpretation of this code as those governing the
interpretation of state law.

(Prior Code, § 10.03)

§ 10.04 APPLICATION TO FUTURE RULES AND REGULATIONS.

All provisions of Title I compatible with future legislation shall apply to Rules and Regulations
hereafter adopted, amending or supplementing this code unless otherwise specifically provided.
(Prior Code, § 10.04)

§ 10.05 CAPTIONS.

Headings and captions used in this code other than the title, chapter, and section numbers are
employed for reference purposes only and shall not be deemed a part of the text of any section.
(Prior Code, § 10.05)

§ 10.06 DEFINITIONS.

(A) General rule. Words and phrases shall be taken in their plain, or ordinary and usual sense.
However, technical words and phrases having a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be
understood according to their technical import.

(B) Definitions. For the purpose of this code, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

ANOTHER. When used to designate the owner of property which is the subject of an offense,
includes not only natural persons but also every other owner of property.

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS or BOARD. The Board of Park Commissioners of Five
Rivers MetroParks.
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CODE, THIS CODE or THIS CODE OF RULES AND REGULATIONS. The Five Rivers
MetroParks Code of Rules and Regulations, as modified by amendment, revision, and adoption of new
titles, chapters, or sections.

COUNTY. Any county in which there exists a MetroParks facility.
IMPRISONED. Shall have the same meaning as in R.C. § 1.05.

KEEPER or PROPRIETOR. Includes all persons, whether acting by themselves or as a servant,
agent, or employee.

LAND or REAL ESTATE. Includes rights and easements of incorporeal nature.
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. The Board of Park Commissioners of Five Rivers MetroParks.
MAY. Is permissive.

METROPARKS. Five Rivers MetroParks (formerly known as the Montgomery County Park
District).

MONTH. A calendar month.

MOTORBOAT. Any watercraft propelled by any mechanical device, electric motor, or internal
combustion engine.

MOTOR VEHICLE. Any vehicle propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power.
OATH. Includes affirmation; and SWEAR includes affirm.

OWNER. When applied to property, includes any part owner, joint owner, or tenant in common
of the whole or part of such property.

PARK. Any land or water area owned, leased, managed, or otherwise controlled by Five Rivers
MetroParks.

PEACE OFFICER. A MetroParks Ranger qualified to enforce the rules and regulations of Five
Rivers MetroParks pursuant to R.C. § 1545.13, and every other law enforcement officer of the State of
Ohio or of any political subdivision thereof, including, but not limited to, state highway patrol officer,
sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables, and Division of Wildlife game protectors. MetroParks Rangers, as
defined herein, are not members of a police department, as defined in R.C. §§ 4117.01(F)(2) and
4117.01(N).

PERSON. Includes an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, and
association.
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PERSONAL PROPERTY. Includes all property except real.
PRECEDING or FOLLOWING. Next before or next after, respectively.
PREMISES. As applied to property, includes land and buildings.
PROPERTY. Includes real, personal, mixed estates, and interests.

PUBLIC AUTHORITY. Includes boards of education; the municipal, county, state, or federal
government, its officers, or an agency thereof; or any duly authorized public official.

PUBLIC PLACE. Includes any street, sidewalk, park, cemetery, school yard, body of water
or watercourse, public conveyance, or any other place for the sale of merchandise, public
accommodation, or amusement.

R.C. or REVISED CODE. Refers to the Revised Code of Ohio.
REAL PROPERTY. Includes lands, tenements, and hereditaments.

REGISTERED MAIL. Includes certified mail; and CERTIFIED MAIL includes registered
mail.

ROAD. Includes alleys, avenues, boulevards, lanes, streets, highways, viaducts, and all other
public thoroughfares which are adjacent to or through the Five Rivers MetroParks and which are
designed and intended for motor vehicle traffic.

SHALL. Is mandatory.

SIDEWALK. The portion of the street between the curb line and the adjacent property line
intended for the use of pedestrians.

STATE. The State of Ohio.
SUBCHAPTER. A division of a chapter, designated in this code by a heading in the chapter
analysis and a capitalized heading in the body of the chapter, setting apart a group of sections related by

the subject matter of the heading. Not all chapters have SUBCHAPTERS.

TENANT or OCCUPANT. As applied to premises, includes any person holding a written or
oral lease, or who actually occupies the whole or any part of such premises, alone or with others.

TRAIL. Includes footpaths, bikepaths, horsepaths, and all other passageways maintained by
MetroParks, and which are not specifically reserved for motor vehicle traffic.

VEHICLE. Everything on wheels.



General Provisions 7

WATERCRAFT. Any vessel designed for navigation on water, including, but not limited to,
any rowboat, sailboat, personal watercraft, or motorboat.

WATERS. Any lake, pond, reservoir, stream, channel, lagoon, or other body of water, or any
part thereof, whether natural or artificial, located in or adjoining a park.

WEEK. Seven consecutive days.

WHOEVER. Includes all persons, natural and artificial; partners; principals, agents, and
employees; and all officials, public or private.

WRITTEN or IN WRITING. Includes printing and any representation of words, letters,
symbols, or figures; this provision does not affect any law relating to signatures.

YEAR. Twelve consecutive months.
(Prior Code, § 10.06) (Rules and Regs. § 2) (Amendment approved 8-1-2022)

§ 10.07 RULES OF INTERPRETATION.

The construction of all rules and regulations of the MetroParks shall be by the following rules,
unless such construction is plainly repugnant to the intent of the legislative body or of the context of the
same rule or regulation.

(A) AND or OR. Either conjunction shall include the other as if written and/or, if the sense requires
it.

(B) Acts by assistants. When a statute, ordinance, rule or regulation requires an act to be done
which, by law, an agent or deputy as well may do as the principal, such requisition shall be satisfied by
the performance of such act by an authorized agent or deputy.

(C) Gender; singular and plural; tenses. Words denoting the masculine gender shall be deemed to
include the feminine and neuter genders; words in the singular shall include the plural, and words in the
plural shall include the singular; the use of a verb in the present tense shall include the future, if
applicable.

(D) General term. A general term following specific enumeration of terms is not to be limited to
the class enumerated unless expressly so limited.
(Prior Code, § 10.07)

§ 10.08 SEVERABILITY.

If any provisions of a section of these codified rules and regulations or the application thereof to any
person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of
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the section or related sections which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and
to this end the provisions are severable.
(R.C. § 1.50) (Prior Code, § 10.08)

§ 10.09 REFERENCE TO OTHER SECTIONS.

Whenever in one section reference is made to another section hereof, such reference shall extend
and apply to the section referred to as subsequently amended, revised, recodified, or renumbered unless
the subject matter is changed or materially altered by the amendment or revision.

(Prior Code, § 10.09)

§ 10.10 REFERENCE TO OFFICES.

Reference to a public office or officer shall be deemed to apply to any office, officer, or employee
of the MetroParks exercising the powers, duties, or functions contemplated in the provision, irrespective
of any transfer of functions or change in the official title of the functionary.

(Prior Code, § 10.10)

§ 10.11 ERRORS AND OMISSIONS.

If a manifest error is discovered, consisting of the misspelling of any words; the omission of any
word or words necessary to express the intention of the provisions affected; the use of a word or words
to which no meaning can be attached; or the use of a word or words when another word or words was
clearly intended to express such intent, such spelling shall be corrected and such word or words supplied,
omitted, or substituted as will conform with the manifest intention, and the provisions shall have the
same effect as though the correct words were contained in the text as originally published. No alteration
shall be made or permitted if any question exists regarding the nature or extent of such error.

(Prior Code, § 10.11)

§ 10.12 OFFICIAL TIME.
The official time, as established by applicable state/federal laws, shall be the official time within the
MetroParks for the transaction of all MetroParks business.
(Prior Code, § 10.12)
§ 10.13 REASONABLE TIME.
(A) Inall cases where a rule or regulation requires an act to be done in a reasonable time or requires

reasonable notice to be given, REASONABLE TIME OR NOTICE shall be deemed to mean the time
which is necessary for a prompt performance of such act or the giving of such notice.
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(B) The time within which an act is to be done, as herein provided, shall be computed by excluding
the first day and including the last. If the last day is Sunday, it shall be excluded.
(Prior Code, § 10.13)

§ 10.14 RULES AND REGULATIONS REPEALED.

This code, from and after its effective date, shall contain all of the provisions of a general nature
pertaining to the subjects herein enumerated and embraced. All prior Rules and Regulations pertaining
to the subjects treated by this code shall be deemed repealed from and after the effective date of this
code.

(Prior Code, § 10.14)

§ 10.15 RULES AND REGULATIONS UNAFFECTED.

All Rules and Regulations of a temporary or special nature and all other Rules and Regulations
pertaining to subjects not embraced in this code shall remain in full force and effect unless herein
repealed expressly or by necessary implication.

(Prior Code, § 10.15)

§ 10.16 EFFECTIVE DATE OF RULES AND REGULATIONS.

All rules and regulations passed by the legislative body requiring publication shall take effect from
and after the due publication thereof, unless otherwise expressly provided. Rules and Regulations not
requiring publication shall take effect from their passage, unless otherwise expressly provided.

(Prior Code, § 10.16)

§ 10.17 REPEAL OR MODIFICATION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS.

(A) Whenever any rule or regulation or part of a rule or regulation shall be repealed or modified
by a subsequent rule or regulations, the rule or regulation or part of a rule or regulation thus repealed
or modified shall continue in force until the due publication of the rule or regulation repealing or
modifying it when publication is required to give effect thereto unless otherwise expressly provided.

(B) No suit, proceedings, right, fine, forfeiture, or penalty instituted, created, given, secured, or
accrued under any rule or regulation previous to its repeal shall in any way be affected, released, or
discharged, but may be prosecuted, enjoyed, and recovered as fully as if the rule or regulation had
continued in force unless it is otherwise expressly provided.
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(C) When any rule or regulation repealing a former rule, regulation, clause, or provision shall be
itself repealed, the repeal shall not be construed to revive the former rule, regulation, clause, or
provision, unless it is expressly provided.

(Prior Code, § 10.17)

§ 10.18 RULES AND REGULATIONS WHICH AMEND OR SUPPLEMENT CODE.

(A) If the legislative body shall desire to amend any existing chapter or section of this code, the
chapter or section shall be specifically repealed and a new chapter or section, containing the desired
amendment, substituted in its place.

(B) Any rule or regulation which is proposed to add to the existing code a new chapter or section
shall indicate, with reference to the arrangement of this code, the proper number of such chapter or
section. In addition to such indication thereof as may appear in the text of the proposed rule or
regulation, a caption or title shall be shown in concise form above the rule or regulation.

(Prior Code, § 10.18)

§ 10.19 SECTION HISTORIES; STATUTORY REFERENCES.

(A) As histories for the code sections, the specific section number of the original rules and
regulations is listed following the text of the code section. Example: (Rules and Regs. § 2)

(B) (1) If a statutory cite is included in the history, this indicates that the text of the section reads
substantially the same as the statute.
Example: (R.C. § 733.48) (Rules and Regs. § 4)

(2) If a statutory cite is set forth as a statutory reference following the text of the section, this
indicates that the reader should refer to that statute for further information. Example:

§ 39.01 PUBLIC RECORDS AVAILABLE.

This park district shall make available to any person for inspection or copying all public records, unless
otherwise exempted by state law.
Statutory reference:

Inspection of public records, see R.C. § 149.43

(Prior Code, § 10.19)



General Provisions 11

§ 10.99 GENERAL PENALTY.
(A) Violations; ejection from park.

(1) Police officers may order any person violating any of the provisions of these Rules and
Regulations to leave a park and no person shall fail to obey such an order.

(2) Any person repeatedly violating these Rules and Regulations may lose the privilege of
entering a park for a period of time as designated by the Chief Executive Officer.
(Prior Code, § 10.98) (Rules and Regs. § 20)

(B) General penalty. Pursuant to R.C. § 1545.99, any person who violates any provision of the
Rules and Regulations shall be fined not more than $150 for a first offense; for each subsequent offense,
such person shall be fined not more than $1,000.

(Prior Code, § 10.99) (Rules and Regs. § 22)
Statutory reference:
State law penalty, see R.C. § 1545.99
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TITLE III: ADMINISTRATION
Chapter

30. GENERAL PROVISIONS
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CHAPTER 30: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section

30.01 Application of Title III

30.02 Park Commissioners

30.03 Board of Park Commissioners; employees

30.04 Bylaws, rules, and regulations

30.05 Employees

30.06 Park commission employees designated as law enforcement officers
30.07 Mutual aid contracts

30.08 Providing police service without contract

Appendix A: Statutory provisions of R.C. Chapter 1545

§ 30.01 APPLICATION OF TITLE III.

Title III of this code of rules and regulations is designed to include and incorporate, insofar as is
practical, legislation concerning the organization, qualifications, appointment, terms of office,
compensation, and the powers and duties of the officials and Board of the Five Rivers MetroParks.
Pertinent sections of the Revised Code of Ohio relative to these offices and boards have been assembled
and adopted as a part of this title. No material changes of the code sections referred to by annotation
have been made. The purpose of including these sections is to afford easy reference to the statutory
provisions.

(Prior Code, § 30.01)

§ 30.02 PARK COMMISSIONERS.

(A) Appointment. Upon the creation of a park district, the probate judge shall appoint three
Commissioners who shall take office immediately and whose terms shall expire one, two, and three
years, respectively, from the first day of January next after the date of their appointment. Thereafter,
their successors shall be appointed by the probate judge for terms of three years.

(B) Oath. Before entering upon the performance of the duties of the office, each Commissioner shall
take an oath to perform faithfully the duties of the office and, except as otherwise provided in R.C.
§ 3.061, shall give bond for that faithful performance in the sum of $5,000. The bond shall be approved
by and filed with the County Auditor.
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(C) Compensation. The Commissioners shall serve without compensation, but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(D) Membership. Any Board of Park Commissioners of a park district may elect to expand the
membership of the Board from three members to five members upon a majority vote of the Board. Upon
such a vote, the Board shall certify to the probate judge a resolution requesting the judge to appoint two
additional members to the Board. The probate judge shall appoint those additional members, and they
shall take office immediately upon their appointment. One member shall be appointed to a term that
expires on the first day of January of the year following the year of that member’s appointment, and one
member shall be appointed to a term that expires on the first day of January of the second year following
the year of that member’s appointment. Thereafter, their successors shall be appointed by the probate
judge for terms of three years.

(R.C. § 1545.05) (Prior Code, § 30.02)

§ 30.03 BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS; EMPLOYEES.

The Commissioners appointed in accordance with R.C. § 1545.05 or pursuant to R.C. § 1545.041
shall constitute the Board of Park Commissioners of the park district. Such Board shall be a body politic
and corporate, and may sue and be sued as provided in R.C. §§ 1545.01 to 1545.28. Such Board may
employ a secretary and such other employees as are necessary in the performance of the powers
conferred in such sections. The Board may appoint a treasurer to act as custodian of the Board’s funds
and as fiscal officer for the park district. For the purposes of acquiring, planning, developing, protecting,
maintaining, or improving lands and facilities thereon under R.C. § 1545.11, and for other types of
assistance which it finds necessary in carrying out its duties under R.C. Chapter 1545, the Board may
hire and contract for professional, technical, consulting, and other special services, including, in
accordance with R.C. § 309.09(D), the legal services of the prosecuting attorney of the county in which
the park district is located, and may purchase goods. In procuring any goods with a cost in excess of
$50,000, the Board shall contract as a contracting authority under R.C. §§ 307.86 to 307.91, to the same
extent and with the same limitations as a board of county commissioners. In procuring services, the
Board shall contract in the manner and under procedures established by the bylaws of the board as
required in R.C. § 1545.09.

(R.C. § 1545.07) (Prior Code, § 30.03)

§ 30.04 BYLAWS, RULES, AND REGULATIONS.

(A) The Board of Park Commissioners shall adopt such bylaws and rules as the Board considers
advisable for the preservation of good order within and adjacent to parks and reservations of land, and
for the protection and preservation of the parks, parkways, and other reservations of land under its
jurisdiction and control and of property and natural life therein. The Board shall also adopt bylaws or
rules establishing a procedure for contracting for professional, technical, consulting, and other special
services. Any competitive bidding procedures of the Board do not apply to the purchase of benefits for
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park district officers or employees when such benefits are provided through a health and welfare trust
fund administered through or in conjunction with a collective bargaining representative of the park
district employees, as authorized in R.C. § 1545.071. Summaries of the bylaws and rules shall be
published as provided in the case of ordinances of municipal corporations under R.C. § 731.21 before
taking effect.

(B) (1) Asused in division (B)(2) below, SIMILAR VIOLATION UNDER STATE LAW means
a violation of any section of the Ohio Revised Code, other than division (C) below, that is similar to a
violation of a bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) above.

(2) The Board of Park Commissioners may adopt by bylaw a penalty for a violation of any
bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) above, and any penalty so adopted shall not exceed in severity
whichever of the following is applicable:

(a) The penalty designated under the Ohio Revised Code for a violation of the state law
that is similar to the bylaw or rule for which the Board adopted the penalty; and

(b) For a violation of a bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) above for which the
similar violation under state law does not bear a penalty or for which there is no similar violation under
state law, a fine of not more than $150 for a first offense and not more than $1,000 for each subsequent
offense.

(3) A summary of any bylaw adopted under division (B)(2) above shall be published as
provided in the case of ordinances of municipal corporations under R.C. § 731.21 before taking effect.

(C) No person shall violate any bylaws or rules adopted under division (A) above. All fines
collected for any violation of this section shall be paid into the treasury of such Park Board.
(Prior Code, § 30.04)

§ 30.05 EMPLOYEES.

(A) The Board of Commissioners may employ a secretary and such other employees as are
necessary in the performance of the powers conferred upon the Board.
(R.C. § 1545.07)

(B) (1) Acts of employees of MetroParks, to the extent necessary for the performance of their
authorized duties, shall be exempt from the provisions of these Rules and Regulations.

(2) Acts of employees of the Miami Conservancy District on land leased by MetroParks from
the Miami Conservancy District, or of employees of the City of Dayton on land leased from or managed
in conjunction with the City of Dayton, to the extent necessary for the performance of their authorized
duties, shall be exempt from the provisions of these Rules and Regulations.
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(3) The Chief Executive Officer may, from time to time, designate a MetroParks employee,
employees, or other person to exercise any authority permitted him or her under these Rules and
Regulations.

(Prior Code, § 30.05) (Rules and Regs. § 19)

§ 30.06 PARK COMMISSION EMPLOYEES DESIGNATED AS LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS.

(A) As used in this section, FELONY has the same meaning as in R.C. § 109.511.

(B) The employees that the Board of Park Commissioners designates for that purpose may exercise
all the powers of police officers within and adjacent to the lands under the jurisdiction and control of the
Board or when acting as authorized by R.C. §§ 1545.131 or 1545.132. Before exercising the powers of
police officers, the designated employees shall comply with the certification requirement established in
R.C. § 109.77, take an oath, and give a bond to the state in the sum that the board prescribes, for the
proper performance of their duties in that respect. This division is subject to division (C) below.

(C) (1) The Board of Park Commissioners shall not designate an employee as provided in division
(B) above on a permanent basis, on a temporary basis, for a probationary term, or on other than a
permanent basis if the employee previously has been convicted of or has pleaded guilty to a felony.

(2) (a) The Board of Park Commissioners shall terminate the employment of an employee
designated as provided in division (B) above if the employee does either of the following:

1.  Pleads guilty to a felony; and

2.  Pleads guilty to a misdemeanor pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement as
provided in R.C. § 2929.43(D) in which the employee agrees to surrender the certificate awarded to the
employee under R.C. § 109.77.

(b) The Board shall suspend from employment an employee designated as provided in
division (B) above if the employee is convicted, after trial, of a felony. If the employee files an appeal
from that conviction and the conviction is upheld by the highest court to which the appeal is taken or if
the employee does not file a timely appeal, the Board shall terminate the employment of that employee.
If the employee files an appeal that results in the employee’s acquittal of the felony or conviction of a
misdemeanor, or in the dismissal of the felony charge against the employee, the Board shall reinstate that
employee. An employee who is reinstated under this division (C)(2)(b) shall not receive any back pay
unless that employee’s conviction of the felony was reversed on appeal, or the felony charge was
dismissed, because the court found insufficient evidence to convict the employee of the felony.

(3) This division (C) does not apply regarding an offense that was committed prior to January
1, 1995.
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(4) The suspension from employment, or the termination of the employment, of an employee
under division (C)(2) above shall be in accordance with R.C. Chapter 119.
(R.C. § 1545.13) (Prior Code, § 30.06)

§ 30.07 MUTUAL AID CONTRACTS.

(A) The Board of Park Commissioners of a park district may enter into contracts with one or more
townships, township police districts, joint police districts, municipal corporations, or county sheriffs of
this state, with one or more township park districts created pursuant to R.C. § 511.18 or other park
districts, with one or more state universities or colleges, as defined in R.C. § 3345.12, or with a
contiguous political subdivision of an adjoining state, and a township, township police district, joint
police district, municipal corporation, county sheriff, township park district, other park district, or state
university or college may enter into a contract with a park district upon any terms that are agreed to by
them, to allow the use of the park district police or law enforcement officers designated under R.C.
§ 1545.13 to perform any police function, exercise any police power, or render any police service on
behalf of the contracting entity that the entity may perform, exercise, or render.

(B) Chapter 2744 of the Revised Code, insofar as it applies to the operation of police departments,
applies to the contracting entities and to the members of the police force or law enforcement department
when they are rendering service outside their own subdivisions pursuant to that contract.

(C) Members of the police force or law enforcement department acting outside the political
subdivision in which they are employed, pursuant to that contract, shall be entitled to participate in any
indemnity fund established by their employer to the same extent as while acting within the employing
subdivision. Those members shall be entitled to all the rights and benefits of R.C. Chapter 4123, to the
same extent as while performing service within the subdivision.

(D) The contracts entered into pursuant to this section may provide for the following:

(1) A fixed annual charge to be paid at the times agreed upon and stipulated in the contract;
(2) Compensation based upon the following:

(a) A stipulated price for each call or emergency;

(b) The number of members or pieces of equipment employed; and

(c) The elapsed time of service required in each call or emergency.

(3) Compensation for loss or damage to equipment while engaged in rendering police services
outside the limits of the subdivision that owns and furnishes the equipment; and

(4) Reimbursement of the subdivision in which the police force or law enforcement department
members are employed for any indemnity award or premium contribution assessed against the employing
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subdivision for workers’ compensation benefits for injuries or death of its police force or law
enforcement department members occurring while engaged in rendering police services pursuant to the
contract.

(R.C. § 1545.131) (Prior Code, § 30.07)

§ 30.08 PROVIDING POLICE SERVICE WITHOUT CONTRACT.

(A) The police force or law enforcement department of any park district may provide police
protection to any county, municipal corporation, township, township police district, or joint police
district of this state, to any other park district or any township park district created pursuant to R.C.
§ 511.18, or to a governmental entity of an adjoining state without a contract to provide police
protection, upon the approval, by resolution, of the Board of Park Commissioners of the park district
in which the police force or law enforcement department is located and upon authorization by an officer
or employee of the police force or department providing the police protection who is designated by title
of office or position, pursuant to the resolution of the Board of Park Commissioners, to give the
authorization.

(B) Chapter 2744 of the Revised Code, insofar as it applies to the operation of police departments,
shall apply to any park district and to members of its police force or law enforcement department when
those members are rendering police services pursuant to this section outside the park district by which
they are employed.

(C) Police force or law enforcement department members acting, as provided in this section, outside
the park district by which they are employed shall be entitled to participate in any pension or indemnity
fund established by their employer to the same extent as while acting within the park district by which
they are employed. Those members shall be entitled to all rights and benefits of R.C. Chapter 4123 to
the same extent as while performing services within the park district by which they are employed.
(R.C. § 1545.132) (Prior Code, § 30.08)
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APPENDIX A: STATUTORY PROVISIONS OF R.C. CHAPTER 1545

Editor’s Note:

As park districts in Ohio are governed by the statutory provisions of R.C. Chapter 1545 and
therefore often have need to refer to such provisions, we have included, in this appendix, the
complete text of R.C. Chapter 1545.

1545.01
1545.02
1545.03
1545.04
1545.041

1545.05
1545.06
1545.07
1545.071
1545.072
1545.08
1545.081

1545.09
1545.10
1545.11
1545.12
1545.13
1545.131
1545.132
1545.14

1545.15
1545.16

1545.17
1545.18
1545.19
1545.20
1545.21

Creation of Park Districts

Park districts created

Application to probate judge

Notice and hearing

Evidence - argument - judgment

Conversion of township park district - resolution

Park Commissioners; Powers and Duties

Park commissioners

Removal of park commissioners - vacancy

Board of park commissioners - employees

Group insurance

Policies for the use of park district credit card

Reports of board of park commissioners

Use of public funds to public information regarding activities related to liquor
permits

Bylaws and rules

Contract with corporation or association maintaining museum of natural history
Board of park commissioners - power to acquire lands

Sale or lease of lands - notice - approval by probate court

Park commission employees designated as law enforcement officers

Mutual aid contracts

Providing police service without contract

Agreement with other public authorities to assume control of parks

Annexation; Improvements; Taxes and Assessments

Annexation procedure

Powers of budget commissioners, auditors, and treasurers in relation to park
districts

Improvement of public highway

Assessment of cost of improvement - collection

Assessment may be increased with consent of property owners

Tax levy

Tax levy for use of district - submission to electors - bonds



10 Five Rivers MetroParks - Administration

1545.211  Anticipation notes
1545.22 Depositories for funds - duties of county treasurer and county auditor
1545.23 Disposition of proceeds from sale or lease of park mineral rights

Bonds; Replacement Fund

1545.24 Issuance of bonds
1545.27 Bonds are lawful investments
1545.28 Replacement fund

Dissolution of Park District

1545.35 Dissolution of active park district

1545.36 Petition for dissolution of district

1545.37 Application for hearing on dissolution

1545.38 Proceedings for dissolution of inactive district
1545.39 Ceasing activity pending determination on petition
1545.40 Dissolution

1545.99 Penalty

CREATION OF PARK DISTRICTS

§ 1545.01 PARK DISTRICTS CREATED.

Park districts may be created which include all or a part of the territory within a county, and the
boundary lines of such district shall be so drawn as not to divide any existing township or municipal
corporation within such county.

(R.C. § 1545.01)

§ 1545.02 APPLICATION TO PROBATE JUDGE.

Application for the creation of a park district shall be made to the probate judge of the county within
which the district is to be located. Such application shall either be signed by a majority of the electors
residing within the proposed district as determined by the number of electors voting at the most recent
general election within such territory, or, in lieu thereof, shall be authorized by resolution adopted by
the board of county commissioners, any board of township trustees, or legislative authority of any
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municipal corporation within such proposed district. Such application shall state the name of the
proposed district, shall contain an accurate description of the territory to be included, and shall be
accompanied with an accurate map or plat thereof.

(R.C. § 1545.02)

§ 1545.03 NOTICE AND HEARING.

Upon the filing of the application provided for in section 1545.02 of the Revised Code, the probate
judge shall fix a time for the hearing of such application which shall not be less than twenty nor more
than forty days subsequent to the date of the filing of the application. Such judge shall publish notice of
the filing of such application and the date of hearing thereof in two newspapers of general circulation
within such district, or if there is but one newspaper of general circulation within such district, in such
newspaper. If there is no newspaper of general circulation within such proposed district, then such judge
shall post such notice in five of the most public places within such proposed district. Such notice shall
be published or posted for a period of not less than fifteen days prior to the date fixed for the hearing.
The hearing may be adjourned from time to time upon good cause shown.

(R.C. § 1545.03)

§ 1545.04 EVIDENCE - ARGUMENT - JUDGMENT.

(A) At a hearing on an application for the creation of a park district, evidence may be taken as in
other civil cases in the probate court, and the probate judge shall hear all arguments for and against the
creation of such district. If he finds that such application is signed or authorized as provided in section
1545.02 of the Revised Code, and that the creation of such district will be conducive to the general
welfare, he shall enter an order creating the district under the name specified in the application.

(B) The judge may amend or change the limits of the territory described in the application at the
time of the hearing, provided that in no case shall he increase the limits or size of said district. In case
any of the original territory is eliminated from the district as finally established, the boundary lines of
the district as finally ordered by the court shall not divide any existing township or municipal
corporation.

(R.C. § 1545.04)

§ 1545.041 CONVERSION OF TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT - RESOLUTION.

(A) Any township park district created pursuant to section 511.18 of the Revised Code that includes
park land located outside the township in which the park district was established may be converted under
the procedures provided in this section into a park district to be operated and maintained as provided for
in this chapter, provided that there is no existing park district created under section 1545.04 of the
Revised Code in the county in which the township park district is located. The proposed park district



12 Five Rivers MetroParks - Administration

shall include within its boundary all townships and municipal corporations in which lands owned by the
township park district seeking conversion are located, and may include any other townships and
municipal corporations in the county in which the township park district is located.

(B) Conversion of a township park district into a park district operated and maintained under this
chapter shall be initiated by a resolution adopted by the board of park commissioners of the park district.
Any resolution initiating a conversion shall include the following;:

(1) The name of the township park district seeking conversion;
(2) The name of the proposed park district;
(3) An accurate description of the territory to be included in the proposed district;

(4) An accurate map or plat of the proposed park district. The resolution may also include a
proposed tax levy for the operation and maintenance of the proposed park district. If such a tax levy is
proposed, the resolution shall specify the annual rate of the tax, expressed in dollars for each one
hundred thousand dollars of the county auditor’s appraised value and in mills for each dollar of taxable
value, and the number of consecutive years the levy will be in effect. The annual rate of such a tax may
not be higher than the total combined millage of all levies then in effect for the benefit of the township
park district named in the resolution.

(C) (1) Upon adoption of the resolution provided for in division (B) of this section, the board of
park commissioners of the township park district seeking conversion under this section shall certify the
resolution to the county auditor, who shall certify to the board the information required for a tax levy
under section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, in the same manner as required under that section.

(2) The board shall certify the resolution and the county auditor’s certification to the board of
elections of the county in which the park district is located no later than four p.m. of the seventy-fifth
day before the day of the election at which the question will be voted upon. Upon certification of the
resolution to the board, the board of elections shall make the necessary arrangements to submit the
question of conversion of the township park into a park district operated and maintained under Chapter
1545. of the Revised Code, to the electors qualified to vote at the next primary or general election who
reside in the territory of the proposed park district. The question shall provide for a tax levy if such a
levy is specified in the resolution.

(D) The ballot submitted to the electors as provided in division (C) of this section shall contain the
following language:

“Shall the (name of the township park district seeking conversion) be converted
into a park district to be operated and maintained under Chapter 1545. of the Revised Code under
the name of (name of proposed park district), which park district shall include

the following townships and municipal corporations:
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(Name townships and municipal corporations)

Approval of the proposed conversion will result in the termination of all existing tax levies voted
for the benefit of (name of the township park district sought to be converted) and
in the levy of a new tax for the operation and maintenance of (name of proposed
park district), that the county auditor estimates will collect $ annually, at a rate not exceeding

mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to $ for each $100,000 of
the county auditor’s appraised value, for (number of years the millage is to be imposed)
years, commencing on the (year) tax duplicate.

For the proposed conversion

Against the proposed conversion

(E) If the proposed conversion is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting on the
proposal, the township park district that seeks conversion shall become a park district subject to Chapter
1545 of the Revised Code effective the first day of January following approval by the voters. The park
district shall have the name specified in the resolution, and effective the first day of January following
approval by the voters, the following shall occur:

(1) The indebtedness of the former township park district shall be assumed by the new park
district;

(2) Allrights, assets, properties, and other interests of the former township park district shall
become vested in the new park district, including the rights to any tax revenues previously vested in the
former township park district; provided, that all tax levies in excess of the ten mill limitation approved
for the benefit of the former township park district shall be removed from the tax lists after the February
settlement next succeeding the conversion. Any tax levy approved in connection with the conversion
shall be certified as provided in section 5705.25 of the Revised Code.

(3) The members of the board of park commissioners of the former township park district shall
be the members of the board of park commissioners of the new park district, with all the same powers
and duties as if appointed under section 1545.05 of the Revised Code. The term of each such
commissioner shall expire on the first day of January of the year following the year in which his term
would have expired under section 511.19 of the Revised Code. Thereafter, commissioners shall be
appointed pursuant to section 1545.05 of the Revised Code.

(F) As used in this section, “the county auditor’s appraised value” has the same meaning as in
section 5705.01 of the Revised Code.
(R.C. § 1545.041)
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PARK COMMISSIONERS; POWERS AND DUTIES

§ 1545.05 PARK COMMISSIONERS.

(A) Upon the creation of a park district, the probate judge shall appoint three commissioners who
shall take office immediately and whose terms shall expire one, two, and three years, respectively, from
the first day of January next after the date of their appointment. Thereafter, their successors shall be
appointed by the probate judge for terms of three years. Before entering upon the performance of the
duties of the office, each commissioner shall take an oath to perform faithfully the duties of the office
and, except as otherwise provided in section 3.061 of the Revised Code, shall give bond for that faithful
performance in the sum of five thousand dollars. The bond shall be approved by and filed with the
county auditor. The commissioners shall serve without compensation, but shall be allowed their actual
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(B) Any board of park commissioners of a park district may elect to expand the membership of the
board from three members to five members upon a majority vote of the board. Upon such a vote, the
board shall certify to the probate judge a resolution requesting the judge to appoint two additional
members to the board. The probate judge shall appoint those additional members, and they shall take
office immediately upon their appointment. One member shall be appointed to a term that expires on the
first day of January of the year following the year of that member’s appointment, and one member shall
be appointed to a term that expires on the first day of January of the second year following the year of
that member’s appointment. Thereafter, their successors shall be appointed by the probate judge for
terms of three years.

(R.C. § 1545.05)

§ 1545.06 REMOVAL OF PARK COMMISSIONERS - VACANCY.

Any park commissioner may be removed at the discretion of the probate judge, either upon
complaint filed with such judge or upon his own motion. No such removal shall be made without giving
such commissioner not less than ten days’ notice and a full opportunity to be heard in his own behalf in
a public hearing. The order removing such commissioner shall state the reasons therefor and shall be
entered upon the records of the probate court. In case of such removal, or in case of other vacancy in
the office of commissioner, the vacancy shall be filled by the judge by appointment for the unexpired
term.

(R.C. § 1545.06)

§ 1545.07 BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS - EMPLOYEES.

The commissioners appointed in accordance with section 1545.05 or pursuant to section 1545.041
of the Revised Code shall constitute the board of park commissioners of the park district. Such board
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shall be a body politic and corporate, and may sue and be sued as provided in sections 1545.01 to
1545.28 of the Revised Code. Such board may employ a secretary and such other employees as are
necessary in the performance of the powers conferred in such sections. The board may appoint a
treasurer to act as custodian of the board’s funds and as fiscal officer for the park district. For the
purposes of acquiring, planning, developing, protecting, maintaining, or improving lands and facilities
thereon under section 1545.11 of the Revised Code, and for other types of assistance which it finds
necessary in carrying out its duties under Chapter 1545 of the Revised Code, the board may hire and
contract for professional, technical, consulting, and other special services, including, in accordance with
division (D) of section 309.09 of the Revised Code, the legal services of the prosecuting attorney of the
county in which the park district is located, and may purchase goods. In procuring any goods with a cost
in excess of fifty thousand dollars, the board shall contract as a contracting authority under sections
307.86 to 307.91 of the Revised Code, to the same extent and with the same limitations as a board of
county commissioners. In procuring services, the board shall contract in the manner and under
procedures established by the bylaws of the board as required in section 1545.09 of the Revised Code.
(R.C. § 1545.07)

§ 1545.071 GROUP INSURANCE.

(A) The board of park commissioners of any park district may procure and pay all or any part of
the cost of group insurance policies that may provide benefits for hospitalization, surgical care, major
medical care, disability, dental care, eye care, medical care, hearing aids, or prescription drugs, or
sickness and accident insurance or a combination of any of the foregoing types of insurance or coverage
for park district officers and employees and their immediate dependents issued by an insurance company
duly authorized to do business in this state.

(B) The board may procure and pay all or any part of the cost of group life insurance to insure the
lives of park district employees.

(C) The board also may contract for group health care services with health insuring corporations
holding a certificate of authority under Chapter 1751 of the Revised Code provided that each officer or
employee is permitted to:

(1) Choose between a plan offered by an insurance company and a plan offered by a health
insuring corporation and provided further that the officer or employee pays any amount by which the
cost of the plan chosen by the officer or employee exceeds the cost of the plan offered by the board under
this section;

(2) Change the choice made under division (A) of this section at a time each year as determined
in advance by the board.

(D) Any appointed member of the board of park commissioners and the spouse and dependent
children of the member may be covered, at the option and expense of the member, as a noncompensated
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employee of the park district under any benefit plan described in division (A) of this section. The
member shall pay to the park district the amount certified to it by the benefit provider as the provider’s
charge for the coverage the member has chosen under division (A) of this section. Payments for coverage
shall be made, in advance, in a manner prescribed by the board. The member’s exercise of an option to
be covered under this section shall be in writing, announced at a regular public meeting of the board,
and recorded as a public record in the minutes of the board.

(E) The board may provide the benefits authorized in this section by contributing to a health and
welfare trust fund administered through or in conjunction with a collective bargaining representative of
the park district employees.

(F) The board may provide the benefits described in this section through an individual self-insurance
program or a joint self-insurance program as provided in section 9.833 of the Revised Code.

(R.C. § 1545.071)
§ 1545.072 POLICIES FOR THE USE OF PARK DISTRICT CREDIT CARD.

(A) (1) Not later than three months after the effective date of this amendment, a board of park
commissioners of a park district that holds a credit card account on the effective date of this amendment
shall adopt a written policy for the use of credit card accounts. Otherwise, a board shall adopt a written
policy before first holding a credit card account.

(2) The policy shall include provisions addressing all of the following:

(a) The officers, positions, or appointees authorized to use park district credit card
accounts;

(b) The types of expenses for which a credit card account may be used;

(c) The procedure for acquisition, use, and management of a credit card account and
presentation instruments related to the account including cards and checks;

(d) The procedure for submitting itemized receipts to the treasurer or the treasurer’s
designee;

(e) The procedure for credit card issuance, credit card reissuance, credit card cancellation,
and the process for reporting lost or stolen credit cards;

(f) The district’s credit card account’s maximum credit limit or limits;

(g) The actions or omissions by an officer, employee, or appointee that qualify as misuse
of a credit card account.
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(B) The name of the park district shall appear on each presentation instrument related to the account
including cards and checks.

(C) If the treasurer of the park district does not retain general possession and control of the credit
card account and presentation instruments related to the account including cards and checks, the board
shall appoint a compliance officer to perform the duties enumerated under division (D) of this section.
The compliance officer may not use a credit card account and may not authorize an officer, employee,
or appointee to use a credit card account. The treasurer is not eligible for appointment as compliance
officer.

(D) The compliance officer, if applicable, and the board at least quarterly shall review the number
of cards and accounts issued, the number of active cards and accounts issued, the cards’ and accounts’
expiration dates, and the cards’ and accounts’ credit limits.

(E) Ifthe treasurer retains general possession and control of the credit card account and presentation
instruments related to the account including cards and checks, and the board authorizes an officer,
employee, or appointee to use a credit card, the treasurer may use a system to sign out credit cards to
the authorized users. The officer, employee, or appointee is liable in person and upon any official bond
the officer, employee, or appointee has given to the park district to reimburse the district treasury the
amount for which the officer, employee, or appointee does not provide itemized receipts in accordance
with the policy described in division (A) of this section.

(F) The use of a credit card account for expenses beyond those authorized by the board constitutes
misuse of a credit card account. An officer, employee, or appointee of a board of park commissioners
or a public servant as defined under section 2921.01 of the Revised Code who knowingly misuses a
credit card account held by the board violates section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

(G) The treasurer or the treasurer’s designee annually shall file a report with the board detailing all
rewards received based on the use of the park district’s credit card account.

(H) As used in this section, “credit card account” means any bank-issued credit card account,
store-issued credit card account, financial institution-issued credit card account, financial
depository-issued credit card account, affinity credit card account, or any other card account allowing
the holder to purchase goods or services on credit or to transact with the account, and any debit or gift
card account related to the receipt of grant moneys. “Credit card account” does not include a
procurement card account, gasoline or telephone credit card account, or any other card account where
merchant category codes are in place as a system of control for use of the card account.

(R.C. § 1545.072)
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§ 1545.08 REPORTS OF BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS.

The board of park commissioners shall compile and publish reports and information relating to the
park district and to the proceedings and functions of the board. The board shall keep an accurate and
permanent public record of all its proceedings.

(R.C. § 1545.08)

§ 1545.081 USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION REGARDING
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO LIQUOR PERMITS.

Notwithstanding division (C)(1)(b) of section 9.03 of the Revised Code, the board of park
commissioners of a park district may use public funds to publish, advertise, or otherwise communicate
information regarding activities related to a permit issued to the park district under Chapter 4303. of the
Revised Code.

(R.C. § 1545.081)

§ 1545.09 BYLAWS AND RULES.

(A) The board of park commissioners shall adopt such bylaws and rules as the board considers
advisable for the preservation of good order within and adjacent to parks and reservations of land, and
for the protection and preservation of the parks, parkways, and other reservations of land under its
jurisdiction and control and of property and natural life therein. The board shall also adopt bylaws or
rules establishing a procedure for contracting for professional, technical, consulting, and other special
services. Any competitive bidding procedures of the board do not apply to the purchase of benefits for
park district officers or employees when such benefits are provided through a health and welfare trust
fund administered through or in conjunction with a collective bargaining representative of the park
district employees, as authorized in section 1545.071 of the Revised Code. Summaries of the bylaws and
rules shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the park district, once a week for
two consecutive weeks or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code, before taking effect.

(B) (1) As used in division (B)(2) of this section, “similar violation under state law” means a
violation of any section of the Revised Code, other than division (C) of this section, that is similar to a
violation of a bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) of this section.

(2) The board of park commissioners may adopt by bylaw a penalty for a violation of any
bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) of this section, and any penalty so adopted shall not exceed in
severity whichever of the following is applicable:

(a) The penalty designated under the Revised Code for a violation of the state law that is
similar to the bylaw or rule for which the board adopted the penalty;
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(b) For a violation of a bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) of this section for which
the similar violation under state law does not bear a penalty or for which there is no similar violation
under state law, a fine of not more than one hundred fifty dollars for a first offense and not more than
one thousand dollars for each subsequent offense.

(3) A summary of any bylaw adopted under division (B)(2) of this section shall be published
as provided in the case of ordinances of municipal corporations under section 731.21 of the Revised
Code before taking effect.

(C) No person shall violate any bylaws or rules adopted under division (A) of this section. All fines
collected for any violation of this section shall be paid into the treasury of such park board.
(R.C. § 1545.09)

§ 1545.10 CONTRACT WITH CORPORATION OR ASSOCIATION MAINTAINING
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY.

The board of park commissioners may contract for a term not exceeding three years, upon such
terms as the board deems expedient, with any private corporation or association not for profit
maintaining a museum of natural history in any county within which the park district is located in whole
or in part, or which has for its object the promotion of interest in or the conservation and preservation
of the flora or fauna in any portion or all of the territory comprising the district, for the purpose of
obtaining for such district such services and assistance as can be rendered by such corporation or
association.

(R.C. § 1545.10)

§ 1545.11 BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS - POWER TO ACQUIRE LANDS.

(A) The board of park commissioners may acquire lands either within or without the park district
for conversion into forest reserves and for the conservation of the natural resources of the state,
including streams, lakes, submerged lands, and swamplands, and to those ends may create parks,
parkways, forest reservations, and other reservations and afforest, develop, improve, protect, and
promote the use of the same in such manner as the board deems conducive to the general welfare. Such
lands may be acquired by such board, on behalf of said district, (1) by gift or devise, (2) by purchase
for cash, by purchase by installment payments with or without a mortgage, by entering into
lease-purchase agreements, by lease with or without option to purchase, or, (3) by appropriation. In
furtherance of the use and enjoyment of the lands controlled by it, the board may accept donations of
money or other property, or may act as trustees of land, money, or other property, and use and
administer the same as stipulated by the donor, or as provided in the trust agreement. The terms of each
such donation or trust shall first be approved by the probate court before acceptance by the board.
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(B) In case of appropriation, the proceedings shall be instituted in the name of the board, and shall
be conducted in the manner provided in sections 163.01 to 163.22, inclusive, of the Revised Code.

(C) This section applies to districts created prior to April 16, 1920.
(R.C. § 1545.11)

§ 1545.12 SALE OR LEASE OF LANDS - NOTICE - APPROVAL BY PROBATE COURT.

(A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section, if the board of park commissioners finds that
any lands that it has acquired are not necessary for the purposes for which they were acquired by the
board, it may sell and dispose of the lands upon terms the board considers advisable. The board also may
lease or permit the use of any lands for purposes not inconsistent with the purposes for which the lands
were acquired, and upon terms the board considers advisable. No lands shall be sold pursuant to this
division without first giving notice of the board’s intention to sell the lands by publication once a week
for four consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the district or as provided in section
7.16 of the Revised Code. The notice shall contain an accurate description of the lands and shall state
the time and place at which sealed bids will be received for the purchase of the lands, and the lands shall
not thereafter be sold at private sale for less than the best and highest bid received without giving further
notice as specified in this division.

(B) (1) After compliance with division (B)(2) of this section, the board of park commissioners may
sell land upon terms the board considers advisable to any park district established under section 511.18
or Chapter 1545 of the Revised Code, any political subdivision of the state, the state or any department
or agency of the state, or any department or agency of the federal government for conservation uses or
for park or recreation purposes without the necessity of having to comply with division (A) of this
section.

(2) (a) Before the board of park commissioners may sell land under division (B)(1) of this
section, the board shall offer the land for sale to each of the following public agencies that is authorized
to acquire, develop, and maintain land for conservation uses or for park or recreation purposes: each
park district established under section 511.18 or Chapter 1545 of the Revised Code or political
subdivision in which the land is located, each park district that is so established and that adjoins or each
political subdivision that adjoins a park district so established or political subdivision in which the land
is located, and each agency or department of the state or of the federal government that operates parks
or conservation or recreation areas near the land. The board shall make the offer by giving a written
notice that the land is available for sale, by first class mail, to these public agencies. A failure of delivery
of the written notice to any of these public agencies does not invalidate any proceedings for the sale of
land under this division. Any public agency that is so notified and that wishes to purchase the land shall
make an offer to the board in writing not later than sixty days after receiving the written notice.

(b) If there is only one offer to purchase the land made in that sixty-day period, the board
need not hold a public hearing on the offer. The board shall accept the offer only if it determines that
acceptance of the offer will result in the best public use of the land.
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(c) If there is more than one offer to purchase the land made in that sixty-day period, the
board shall not accept any offer until the board holds a public hearing on the offers. If, after the hearing,
the board decides to accept an offer, it shall accept the offer that it determines will result in the best
public use of the land.

(C) No lands shall be sold under this section at either public or private sale without the approval
of the probate court of the county in which the lands are situated.
(R.C. § 1545.12)

§ 1545.13 PARK COMMISSION EMPLOYEES DESIGNATED AS LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS.

(A) As used in this section, “felony” has the same meaning as in section 109.511 of the Revised
Code.

(B) The employees that the board of park commissioners designates for that purpose may exercise
all the powers of police officers within and adjacent to the lands under the jurisdiction and control of the
board or when acting as authorized by section 1545.131 or 1545.132 of the Revised Code. Before
exercising the powers of police officers, the designated employees shall comply with the certification
requirement established in section 109.77 of the Revised Code, take an oath, and give a bond to the state
in the sum that the board prescribes, for the proper performance of their duties in that respect. This
division is subject to division (C) of this section.

(C) (1) The board of park commissioners shall not designate an employee as provided in division
(B) of this section on a permanent basis, on a temporary basis, for a probationary term, or on other than
a permanent basis if the employee previously has been convicted of or has pleaded guilty to a felony.

(2) (@) The board of park commissioners shall terminate the employment of an employee
designated as provided in division (B) of this section if the employee does either of the following:

1.  Pleads guilty to a felony;

2. Pleads guilty to a misdemeanor pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement as
provided in division (D) of section 2929.43 of the Revised Code in which the employee agrees to
surrender the certificate awarded to the employee under section 109.77 of the Revised Code.

(b) The board shall suspend from employment an employee designated as provided in
division (B) of this section if the employee is convicted, after trial, of a felony. If the employee files an
appeal from that conviction and the conviction is upheld by the highest court to which the appeal is taken
or if the employee does not file a timely appeal, the board shall terminate the employment of that
employee. If the employee files an appeal that results in the employee’s acquittal of the felony or
conviction of a misdemeanor, or in the dismissal of the felony charge against the employee, the board
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shall reinstate that employee. An employee who is reinstated under division (C)(2)(b) of this section shall
not receive any back pay unless that employee’s conviction of the felony was reversed on appeal, or the
felony charge was dismissed, because the court found insufficient evidence to convict the employee of
the felony.

(3) Division (C) of this section does not apply regarding an offense that was committed prior
to January 1, 1995.

(4) The suspension from employment, or the termination of the employment, of an employee
under division (C)(2) of this section shall be in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.
(R.C. § 1545.13)

§ 1545.131 MUTUAL AID CONTRACTS.

(A) The board of park commissioners of a park district may enter into contracts with one or more
townships, township police districts, joint police districts, municipal corporations, or county sheriffs of
this state, with one or more township park districts created pursuant to section 511.18 of the Revised
Code or other park districts, with one or more state universities or colleges, as defined in section
3345.12 of the Revised Code, or with a contiguous political subdivision of an adjoining state, and a
township, township police district, joint police district, municipal corporation, county sheriff, township
park district, other park district, or state university or college may enter into a contract with a park
district upon any terms that are agreed to by them, to allow the use of the park district police or law
enforcement officers designated under section 1545.13 of the Revised Code to perform any police
function, exercise any police power, or render any police service on behalf of the contracting entity that
the entity may perform, exercise, or render.

(B) Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, insofar as it applies to the operation of police departments,
applies to the contracting entities and to the members of the police force or law enforcement department
when they are rendering service outside their own subdivisions pursuant to that contract.

(C) Members of the police force or law enforcement department acting outside the political
subdivision in which they are employed, pursuant to that contract, shall be entitled to participate in any
indemnity fund established by their employer to the same extent as while acting within the employing
subdivision. Those members shall be entitled to all the rights and benefits of Chapter 4123. of the
Revised Code, to the same extent as while performing service within the subdivision.

(D) The contracts entered into pursuant to this section may provide for the following:

(1) A fixed annual charge to be paid at the times agreed upon and stipulated in the contract;

(2) Compensation based upon the following:
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(a) A stipulated price for each call or emergency;
(b) The number of members or pieces of equipment employed;
(c) The elapsed time of service required in each call or emergency.

(3) Compensation for loss or damage to equipment while engaged in rendering police services
outside the limits of the subdivision that owns and furnishes the equipment;

(4) Reimbursement of the subdivision in which the police force or law enforcement department
members are employed for any indemnity award or premium contribution assessed against the employing
subdivision for workers’ compensation benefits for injuries or death of its police force or law
enforcement department members occurring while engaged in rendering police services pursuant to the
contract.

(R.C. § 1545.131)

§ 1545.132 PROVIDING POLICE SERVICE WITHOUT CONTRACT.

(A) The police force or law enforcement department of any park district may provide police
protection to any county, municipal corporation, township, township police district, or joint police
district of this state, to any other park district or any township park district created pursuant to section
511.18 of the Revised Code, or to a governmental entity of an adjoining state without a contract to
provide police protection, upon the approval, by resolution, of the board of park commissioners of the
park district in which the police force or law enforcement department is located and upon authorization
by an officer or employee of the police force or department providing the police protection who is
designated by title of office or position, pursuant to the resolution of the board of park commissioners,
to give the authorization.

(B) Chapter 2744 of the Revised Code, insofar as it applies to the operation of police departments,
shall apply to any park district and to members of its police force or law enforcement department when
those members are rendering police services pursuant to this section outside the park district by which
they are employed.

(C) Police force or law enforcement department members acting, as provided in this section, outside
the park district by which they are employed shall be entitled to participate in any pension or indemnity
fund established by their employer to the same extent as while acting within the park district by which
they are employed. Those members shall be entitled to all rights and benefits of Chapter 4123 of the
Revised Code to the same extent as while performing services within the park district by which they are
employed.

(R.C. § 1545.132)
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§ 1545.14 AGREEMENT WITH OTHER PUBLIC AUTHORITIES TO ASSUME CONTROL
OF PARKS.

A board of park commissioners may by agreement with the legislative or other public authority in
control of parks or park lands either within or without the park district, assume control of all or a portion
of any existing parks or park lands or otherwise contract or cooperate with such public authority in
connection with the use, development, improvement, and protection of parks or park lands. In such
event, such parks or park lands may be developed, improved, and protected as in case of lands otherwise
acquired by said board. This section does not authorize said board to acquire or control any park, park
lands, parkways, playgrounds, other lands, or boulevards owned or controlled by any other public
authority except by agreement as provided in this section.

(R.C. § 1545.14)

ANNEXATION; IMPROVEMENTS; TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

§ 1545.15 ANNEXATION PROCEDURE.

When conducive to the general welfare, any territory adjacent and contiguous to an existing park
district, whether located within or without the county in which such district was created, may be annexed
to such district. When a petition is filed with the board of park commissioners requesting such
annexation, containing an accurate description of the territory proposed to be annexed, accompanied by
an accurate map or plat of such territory, and signed either by a majority of the electors residing within
such territory or by not less than fifty such electors, the board shall determine whether it is advisable that
such annexation should be made. If the board determines in favor of such annexation, it shall make
application to the probate court of the county in which such territory is located, setting forth the fact of
the filing of such petition and the reasons why it is advisable that such territory should be annexed to
such district. Any such board may of its motion file such petition in such court. Upon the filing of such
petition, like proceedings shall be had as are provided in sections 1545.03 and 1545.04 of the Revised
Code upon application for the creation of a park district, except that the territory so annexed may include
a part only of an existing township or municipal corporation.

(R.C. § 1545.15)

§ 1545.16 POWERS OF BUDGET COMMISSIONERS, AUDITORS, AND TREASURERS IN
RELATION TO PARK DISTRICTS.

In the event of the annexation to a park district of territory located in a county other than the county
in which such district was created, the budget commissioners of the county in which such annexed
territory is located shall exercise, with reference to such annexed territory, the powers conferred upon
budget commissioners by section 1545.20 of the Revised Code, and the county auditor and county



General Provisions 25

treasurer of the county in which such annexed territory is located shall exercise, with reference to taxes
levied and collected by the board of park commissioners upon such annexed territory, the powers
conferred upon auditors and treasurers by section 1545.22 of the Revised Code.

(R.C. § 1545.16)

§ 1545.17 IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC HIGHWAY.

When a public highway extends into or through a park area, or when a public highway forms all or
part of a suitable connection between two or more park areas, and it is deemed advisable to make
alterations in the route or width of such highway, or to grade, drain, pave, or otherwise improve such
highway, boards of park commissioners may enter into agreements with the public authorities in charge
or control of so much of said highway as lies within such park area or which forms the whole or part
of a connecting link between two or more park areas, providing for the doing of any of such things,
under the procedure authorized by law in case of such public authorities, and for the payment by such
boards of so much of the cost thereof as is agreed upon. This section does not affect the legal status of
such highway.

(R.C. § 1545.17)

§ 1545.18 ASSESSMENT OF COST OF IMPROVEMENT - COLLECTION.

In the development and improvement of the lands acquired by a board of park commissioners, such
board may assess such portion of the cost of such development or improvement as it deems equitable,
not to exceed fifty per cent of such total cost, upon abutting, contiguous, adjacent, or otherwise
specifically benefited lands, in an amount not in excess of and in proportion to the special benefits
conferred upon such lands by such development or improvement. Such assessment shall be payable in
not to exceed ten equal annual installments, and said board may borrow money in anticipation of the
collection of such special assessments. The proceedings had in the levying and collection of such special
assessments, including the issue of bonds of the park district in anticipation of the collection of deferred
assessments, shall be as provided in case of the levy and assessment of special assessments for street
improvements in municipal corporations, insofar as such proceedings are applicable. If any such
assessment is twenty-five dollars or less, or whenever the unpaid balance of any such assessment is
twenty-five dollars or less, such assessment shall be paid in full, and not in installments, at the time when
the first or next installment would otherwise become due and payable.

(R.C. § 1545.18)

§ 1545.19 ASSESSMENT MAY BE INCREASED WITH CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNERS.

(A) In case of any development or improvement, the assessments authorized by section 1545.18 of
the Revised Code shall not in the aggregate exceed the cost of a development or improvement sufficient
only to serve that need of the property to be assessed, unless the development or improvement has been
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petitioned for by the owners of not less than sixty per cent, both in foot frontage and in tax valuation,
of the property to be assessed, consenting to a larger assessment than provided for in this section and
section 1545.18 of the Revised Code, in which event such larger assessment may be levied to the extent
specified in such petition.

(B) Any owner of property to be assessed in accordance with section 1545.18 of the Revised Code
may appeal to the probate court in the county in which such property is located from the action of the
board of park commissioners in the matter of the determination of the aggregate amount to be assessed
for any given development or improvement or in the matter of the determination of the assessment
against any specific property, or both, in the manner provided in sections 6117.01 to 6117.40, inclusive,
of the Revised Code, and the court may review and modify the action of the board with respect to such
assessments.

(R.C. § 1545.19)

§ 1545.20 TAXLEVY.

A board of park commissioners may levy taxes upon all the taxable property within the park district
in an amount not in excess of one-half of one mill upon each dollar of the district tax valuation in any
one year, subject to the combined maximum levy for all purposes otherwise provided by law. After the
budget commission of the county in which the district is located certifies such levy, or such modification
thereof as it considers advisable, to the county auditor, he shall place it upon the tax duplicate. The board
may then borrow money in anticipation of the collection of such tax, and issue the negotiable notes of
such board therefor in an amount not in excess of fifty per cent of the proceeds of such tax, based upon
the amount of the current tax valuation. Such notes shall not be issued for a period longer than one year,
and shall be payable out of the proceeds of such levy. To the extent of such notes and the interest which
accrues thereon such levy shall be exclusively appropriated to the payment of such notes. Any portion
of such notes remaining unpaid through any deficiency in such levy shall be payable out of the next
ensuing levy which shall be made by said board in the next ensuing year in an amount at least sufficient
to provide for the payment of said notes, but not in excess of one-half of one mill in accordance with
section 133.17 of the Revised Code.

(R.C. § 1545.20)

§ 1545.21 TAX LEVY FOR USE OF DISTRICT - SUBMISSION TO ELECTORS - BONDS.

(A) The board of park commissioners, by resolution, may submit to the electors of the park district
the question of levying taxes for the use of the district. The resolution shall declare the necessity of
levying such taxes, shall specify the purpose for which such taxes shall be used, the annual rate
proposed, and the number of consecutive years the rate shall be levied. Such resolution shall be forthwith
certified to the board of elections in each county in which any part of such district is located, not later
than the ninetieth day before the day of the election, and the question of the levy of taxes as provided
in such resolution shall be submitted to the electors of the district at a special election to be held on
whichever of the following occurs first:
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(1) The day of the next general election;

(2) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in May in any calendar year, except that if a
presidential primary election is held in that calendar year, then the day of that election.

A resolution to renew, renew and increase, or renew and decrease any existing levy shall not
be placed on the ballot unless the question is submitted at the general election held during the last year
the tax to be renewed may be extended on the tax list, or at any election described in division (A)(1) or
(2) of this section in the ensuing year. Such a resolution may specify that the renewal, increase, or
decrease of the existing levy shall be extended on the tax list for the tax year specified in the resolution,
which may be the last year the existing levy may be extended on the list for the ensuing year. If the
renewal, increase, or decrease is to be extended on the tax list for the last tax year the existing levy
would otherwise be extended, the existing levy shall not be extended on the tax list for that last year
unless the question of the renewal, increase, or decrease is not approved by a majority of electors voting
on the question, in which case the existing levy shall be extended on the tax list for that last year.

Except as otherwise prescribed in division (B) of this section, the ballot shall set forth the
purpose for which the taxes shall be levied, the levy’s estimated annual collections, the annual rate of
levy, expressed in mills for each dollar of taxable value and in dollars for each one hundred thousand
dollars of the county auditor’s appraised value, and the number of years of such levy. If the tax is to be
placed on the current tax list, the form of the ballot shall state that the tax will be levied in the current
tax year and shall indicate the first calendar year the tax will be due.

(B) (1) If the resolution of the board of park commissioners provides that an existing levy will be
renewed, increased, or decreased upon the passage of the ballot question, the form of the ballot shall be
the same as prescribed for such levies in divisions (B) and (C) of section 5705.25 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the resolution of the board of park commissioners provides that an existing levy will be
canceled upon the passage of the new levy, the board shall request that the county auditor, in addition
to the information the auditor is required to certify under section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, certify
the estimated effective rate of the existing levy. In such an instance, the ballot must include a statement
that: “an existing levy of _ mills (stating the original levy millage) for each $1 of taxable value, which
amounts to $  (estimated effective rate) for each $100,000 of the county auditor’s appraised value,
having  years remaining, will be canceled and replaced upon the passage of this levy.” In such case,
the ballot may refer to the new levy as a “replacement levy” if the new millage does not exceed the
original millage of the levy being canceled or as a “replacement and additional levy” if the new millage
exceeds the original millage of the levy being canceled.

(C) If a majority of the electors voting upon the question of such levy vote in favor thereof, such
taxes shall be levied and shall be in addition to the taxes authorized by section 1545.20 of the Revised
Code, and all other taxes authorized by law. The rate submitted to the electors at any one time shall not
exceed two mills annually upon each dollar of taxable value unless the purpose of the levy includes
providing operating revenues for one of Ohio’s major metropolitan zoos, as defined in section 4503.74
of the Revised Code, in which case the rate shall not exceed three mills annually upon each dollar of
taxable value. When a tax levy has been authorized as provided in this section or in section 1545.041



28 Five Rivers MetroParks - Administration

of the Revised Code, the board of park commissioners may issue bonds pursuant to section 133.24 of
the Revised Code in anticipation of the collection of such levy, provided that such bonds shall be issued
only for the purpose of acquiring and improving lands. Such levy, when collected, shall be applied in
payment of the bonds so issued and the interest thereon. The amount of bonds so issued and outstanding
at any time shall not exceed one per cent of the total taxable value in such district. Such bonds shall bear
interest at a rate not to exceed the rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised Code.

(D) As used in this section, “the county auditor’s appraised value” and “estimated effective rate”
have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code.
(R.C. § 1545.21)

§ 1545.211 ANTICIPATION NOTES.

In addition to the authority conferred by section 1545.21 of the Revised Code, in anticipation of the
collection of current revenues in and for any fiscal year, the board of park commissioners may borrow
money and issue notes therefor in anticipation of the receipt of taxes for debt charges or current expenses
to the extent necessary to meet such charges or expenses, but not in excess of the estimated receipts for
the current tax year, less all advances. The sums so anticipated shall be deemed appropriated for the
payment of such notes at maturity. The notes shall not run more than one year, nor bear interest at a rate
exceeding the rate provided in section 9.95 of the Revised Code, and the proceeds therefrom shall be
used only for the purposes for which the anticipated taxes were levied. No board shall borrow money
or issue notes in anticipation of such taxes before the first day of January of the year of such tax receipts.
(R.C. § 1545.211)

§ 1545.22 DEPOSITORIES FOR FUNDS - DUTIES OF COUNTY TREASURER AND
COUNTY AUDITOR.

(A) If a treasurer is appointed by a board of park commissioners pursuant to section 1545.07 of the
Revised Code, the accounts of the board shall be kept by that treasurer. The treasurer shall be an ex
officio officer of the board. No contract of the board shall become effective until the treasurer certifies
that there are funds of the board sufficient to provide for that contract.

(B) If no treasurer is appointed by the board pursuant to section 1545.07 of the Revised Code:

(1) All funds under the control of a board of park commissioners shall be kept in depositories
selected in the manner provided for the deposit of county funds, insofar as such proceedings are
applicable, and such deposits shall be secured as provided in the case of county funds. The county
treasurer of the county in which the park district is located shall be the custodian of the funds of the
board and shall be an ex officio officer of the board. He shall pay the funds out upon the warrant of the
county auditor of the county in which the district is located. Interest earned on all funds under the control
of the board of park commissioners shall be credited to such funds.



General Provisions 29

(2) The county auditor shall be an ex officio officer of the board, and no contract of the board
involving the expenditure of money shall become effective until the auditor certifies that there are funds
of the board in the custody of the county treasurer and otherwise unappropriated sufficient to provide
therefor. The auditor shall draw warrants on the treasurer to disburse the funds of the board upon order
of the board, evidenced by the certificate of its secretary.

(3) Any such board of park commissioners may select a depository for the funds of the district,
in the manner provided in sections 135.01 to 135.21 of the Revised Code, upon the adoption of a
resolution declaring such intent. The resolution shall be certified to the board of county commissioners
and to the treasurer in the counties in which the district is located. The board of park commissioners
shall thereupon become the governing board for such district with respect to the deposit of funds of such
district.

(C) If no deposits to or expenditures from the funds of a park district have been made for a period
of five years, the county auditor or the treasurer appointed by the board shall send written notice to the
probate court of the county.

(R.C. § 1545.22)

§ 1545.23 DISPOSITION OF PROCEEDS FROM SALE OR LEASE OF PARK MINERAL
RIGHTS.

If a park district enters into an agreement for the sale or lease of mineral rights regarding a park
within the district, any royalties or other moneys resulting from the sale or lease shall be deposited into
a special fund that the board of park commissioners shall create. The fund shall be used exclusively for
maintenance of parks within the district and for the acquisition of new park lands.

(R.C. § 1545.23)

BONDS; REPLACEMENT FUND

§ 1545.24 ISSUANCE OF BONDS.

The board of park commissioners of any park district may issue bonds pursuant to Chapter 133 of
the Revised Code for the purpose of acquiring and improving lands as authorized by section 1545.11 of
the Revised Code. The board may secure the payment of such bonds by pledge or deed of trust of any
of its revenues and receipts resulting from rentals, concessions, licenses, and permits. The board shall
not pledge the credit or taxing power of the district for the payment of any such bonds, nor shall any of
the bonds issued under this section be deemed to be an indebtedness of the district.

(R.C. § 1545.24)
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§ 1545.27 BONDS ARE LAWFUL INVESTMENTS.

Park district revenue bonds are lawful investments of banks, trust companies, trustees, the boards
of trustees of the sinking funds of municipal corporations, school districts, and counties, the
administrator of workers’ compensation, the state teachers retirement system, the public employees
retirement system, and the school employees retirement system, and also are acceptable as security for
the deposit of public moneys.

(R.C. § 1545.27)

§ 1545.28 REPLACEMENT FUND.

(A) The board of park commissioners may establish and maintain a replacement fund, and for that
purpose may set aside annually out of its revenue such sum as it may determine necessary. In case of
total or partial destruction of or injury to any of the property of the park district from any cause, or in
case it becomes necessary to demolish part or to repair or replace the same, in whole or in part, because
of the unfitness of such property, such replacement fund may be used to rebuild on the original site or
elsewhere, or to restore, repair, or improve such property.

(B) Such replacement fund may be invested by such district in bonds of the United States, the state,
or of a county, municipal corporation, school district, or township of this state, and when necessary for
the purposes of such funds such securities may be disposed of by such district.

(R.C. § 1545.28)

DISSOLUTION OF PARK DISTRICT

§ 1545.35 DISSOLUTION OF ACTIVE PARK DISTRICT.

An active park district created under this chapter and to which no territory has been annexed under
section 1545.15 of the Revised Code may be dissolved under section 1545.36 or 1545.37 of the Revised
Code. An active park district to which territory has been annexed under section 1545.15 of the Revised
Code may be dissolved only under the applicable provisions of section 1545.37 of the Revised Code. A
park district that has been inactive for five years may be dissolved under section 1545.38 of the Revised
Code.

(R.C. § 1545.35)

§ 1545.36 PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICT.

(A) When the board of elections of the county in which a park district is located has had filed with
it a petition calling for the dissolution of the district, and determines that the petition meets the
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requirements of this section and section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, the board shall place the issue of
the dissolution on the ballot at the next special election to be held on the day of a general or primary
election. Written notice of the filing of the petition shall be sent immediately to the board of park
commissioners and the probate court that created the district.

(B) The petition shall:
(1) Be filed with the board no less than ninety days before the next election;

(2) Be supported by the signatures of at least twenty-five per cent of the number of voters in
the district who voted in the preceding gubernatorial election.

(C) If the petition as filed does not have the required number of signatures and the time for filing
has elapsed, the board shall declare it invalid. No further petition for dissolution shall be received until
after the next election is completed. On determination of these findings, the board shall send written
notice of them to the principal circulator.

(D) (1) If a majority of the votes cast support the dissolution, the board shall immediately send
written notice of the vote, citing the number of votes for and against the issue, to the probate court, to
the board of park commissioners, and to the principal circulator. No park district shall be applied for
within the dissolved district for a period of four years following the election in which the issue was
supported.

(2) If the issue fails to obtain a majority of the votes cast, the board shall receive no further
petition for dissolution until the fourth year following that in which the election failed, and shall send
written notice of these results to the principal circulator and the board of park commissioners.

(R.C. § 1545.36)

§ 1545.37 APPLICATION FOR HEARING ON DISSOLUTION.

(A) An application for a hearing on dissolution may be filed with the probate court of the county
that created the district at any time not prohibited by this section and shall meet the requirements of this
section.

(B) The application shall:

(1) Bear the signatures of at least twenty-five per cent of the number of voters in the district
who voted in the preceding gubernatorial election;

(2) Bear the name, address, and telephone number of at least one voter registered in the district
to be designated the applicant of record. Each applicant of record and the board of park commissioners
shall be named parties to the proceedings.
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(3) Be accompanied by a complete statement of the issues to be heard, signed by applicant of
record. Failure to list completely the issues to be heard may, in the discretion of the court, be grounds
for dismissal of the application.

(C) Each page of the application:

(1) Being circulated for signatures shall clearly state the purpose for which it is being circulated
and at least one reason supporting that purpose. Each page lacking either statement shall be declared
invalid.

(2) Shall be circulated by and signed in the presence of a voter registered in the district and
bear a certification signed by him that this requirement has been met. Failure to certify or a false
certification shall invalidate the page.

(D) Each signatory shall sign his name as recorded by the board of elections together with his
current address and the date. Failure to comply with this division shall invalidate the signature.

(E) The original of the application and statement of issues shall be filed with the court and,
concurrently, a copy of each shall be served on the board of park commissioners. Failure to timely serve
these documents on the board are grounds for denial of the application.

(F) (1) Upon receipt of the application, the court shall determine its validity in terms of the
requirements of divisions (B) to (E) of this section, and may on its own assess the application for validity
of the signatures or forward it to the county board of elections for that assessment. Immediately upon
determining the state of the application’s validity, the court shall send written notice of its findings to
each party. If the application is valid, the court shall forthwith set a date for hearing, not less than twenty
days nor more than forty days from the date of its findings, and include the date in its notice to each
party. Notice of the hearing shall be published in at least one daily newspaper of general circulation
within the district for not less than five consecutive days, the period to end no less than ten days before
the hearing. Failure to meet the requirement of notice to any party shall not invalidate the proceedings
but shall postpone the time of hearing. A corrected notice shall be sent to each party with a new date of
hearing set not less than twenty days nor more than forty days from the date of corrected notice, unless
each party and the court agree to an earlier date. If the application is found to be invalid, the court shall
send written notice to each party that the application is denied and has been impounded by the court. The
court shall not receive any further application for hearing on dissolution for two years from the date of
original filing.

(2) On motion, any applicant may be named as a party at the discretion of the court. Any party
may be heard on his own or through counsel. On motion by any party made at least five days before the
hearing, evidence based on the statement of issues filed with the application shall be heard in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Procedure. At the hearing, evidence may be heard at the discretion of the court.
Argument for and against the dissolution shall be heard by the court, and may be limited at its discretion.
A verbatim record of the hearing shall be taken. Upon completion of the hearing, the court shall issue
its findings together with its reasons therefor to all parties. No more than thirty days shall pass between
the adjournment of the hearing and the issuing of the findings. If the court finds that dissolution is
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conducive to the public welfare, no other park district shall be created within the same jurisdiction or
part of it pursuant to sections 1545.01 to 1545.04 or 1545.15 of the Revised Code for four years from
the date of finding. If the court finds that dissolution is not conducive to the public welfare, it shall find
against it. Upon a finding against dissolution, the court shall impound the application, and advise each
party that no further application for hearing on dissolution shall be received for four years from the date
of finding.

(G) A park district that includes territory annexed under section 1545.15 of the Revised Code shall
only be dissolved by order of the probate court that created the district on compliance with this division
and divisions (A) to (F) of this section. Pages of the application bearing signatures of registered voters
of each annexed territory shall be filed for assessment of their validity with the probate court of the
county in which the territory is located. The number of signatures needed to establish validity shall be
a majority of the number of voters residing within the annexed territory who voted in the preceding
gubernatorial election. Upon determination of its assessment, and in no case more than fifteen days after
filing, the probate court of the county in which the annexed territory is located shall forward the pages
of the application together with its findings to the probate court that created the district. The probate
court that created the district shall incorporate these findings with its assessment of the application filed
with it in accordance with division (F) of this section in reaching its determination of the entire
application’s validity and proceed in accordance with applicable provisions of division (F) of this section.
(R.C. § 1545.37)

§ 1545.38 PROCEEDINGS FOR DISSOLUTION OF INACTIVE DISTRICT.

On receipt of written notice from the county auditor that no deposits to or expenditures from the
funds of a park district have been made for a period of five years, the probate court shall immediately
serve written notice on the board of park commissioners and the auditor of a date for hearing on the
dissolution of the district. The notice shall also order the board to forward to the court a complete,
current financial statement of the assets and liabilities of the district, an inventory of its real and personal
property, available deeds to, maps or plats for, and other records of real property of the park district,
and copies of any available plans of the district for park acquisition and development, or capital
improvements. A copy of the notice shall be served on each party. The court shall publish notice of the
hearing for five consecutive days in a daily newspaper of general circulation within the district, ending
no less than fifteen days before the hearing. The issue of dissolution shall be heard and determined by
the court in accordance with the applicable provisions of division (F) of section 1545.37 of the Revised
Code. If the court finds for dissolution, it shall as applicable proceed in accordance with section 1545.40
of the Revised Code.

(R.C. § 1545.38)

§ 1545.39 CEASING ACTIVITY PENDING DETERMINATION ON PETITION.

On receipt of notice of the filing of a petition with the county board of elections or an application
for hearing or a notice of hearing from the probate court, the board of park commissioners shall cease
all acquisition of land and the development of existing land unless valid options or contracts for which
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funds have been committed have been previously signed. No activity shall be resumed until the board
of elections or the court determines, respectively, that the petition or application is invalid and the issue
will not be voted on or heard, or the issue fails election, or the court finds against dissolution, whichever
is earlier.

(R.C. § 1545.39)

§ 1545.40 DISSOLUTION.

(A) On dissolution of a park district, the board of park commissioners is dissolved and all of its
duties and responsibilities shall be exercised by the probate court until all of the board’s business is
completed and all of its property disposed of. The court may retain special counsel and another person
who in the court’s discretion are qualified to assist it in the closing out of business and disposal of
property and any employee of the district the court determines is necessary to closing out the business
or to maintaining the property of the district in good order until it is disposed of. Any employee not
retained by the court shall be terminated within ten working days of the board’s dissolution and paid one
month’s base salary or for one hundred seventy-three hours, whichever is applicable, in addition to all
other pay and allowances due him. The same shall be paid to any employee retained by the court upon
his termination.

(B) The court shall send the director of natural resources notice of the dissolution together with an
inventory of the district’s real property, any personal property of the district that he considers to be
functionally related to the use or management of the real property, and a full and accurate statement of
any indebtedness that is secured by the real property. The director shall, within sixty days of receipt of
such notice, notify the court of his acceptance or rejection of any such real property and its related
personal property and indebtedness. If the director accepts, the court shall convey the real property to
the state, subject to any deed or other restrictions placed upon use of the real property as a condition of
receiving federal or state assistance for its acquisition or development, and transfer the related personal
property to the department of natural resources. If the director rejects, the court shall convey any real
property of the district and transfer any related personal property to any other agency of the state or any
political subdivision or instrumentality of the state located within the former park district or within a
county in which territory that was annexed to the district is located, that is interested in acquiring the real
property for parks and recreation, conservation, or other public purposes, in that order of priority, and
that is willing to assume any related indebtedness and fulfill any deed restrictions and any other
restrictions placed upon use of the real property as a condition of receiving federal or state assistance
for its acquisition or development.

(C) If no state agency, political subdivision, or instrumentality of the state is willing to accept the
real property and related personal property and indebtedness, the court shall convey such property to the
board of county commissioners of the county in which the property is located. The board of county
commissioners may sell, lease, or transfer such property in accordance with sections 307.09 to 307.12
of the Revised Code. If there is any outstanding indebtedness on such property sold or leased, the
proceeds from the sale or lease shall be paid into the fund from which payments are made to extinguish
the indebtedness on such property and the proceeds shall be used for that purpose; otherwise the
proceeds shall be paid into the general fund of the county. The budget commission shall continue to levy
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and collect taxes necessary for the payment of any outstanding indebtedness of the district for which tax
revenues of the district were pledged and that is not otherwise assumed.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon dissolution of a park district, the probate
court shall order the budget commission of each county affected to terminate the tax levies of the park
district, levied under section 1545.20 or 1545.21 of the Revised Code, and the assessments levied under
section 1545.18 of the Revised Code and divide the net indebtedness of the district among the state,
political subdivisions, and instrumentalities that acquire the district’s real property on the basis of the
market value of the real property that each acquires. Upon disposal of the district’s real property, the
court shall notify the budget commission, which shall transfer the remaining funds of the district to the
proper authorities.

(R.C. § 1545.40)

§ 1545.99 PENALTY.
Whoever violates division (C) of section 1545.09 of the Revised Code shall be punished as follows:

(A) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, the offender shall be fined not more
than one hundred fifty dollars for a first offense and not more than one thousand dollars for each
subsequent offense.

(B) If the board of park commissioners that adopted the bylaw or rule that the offender violated and
that was the basis of the offender’s violation of division (C) of section 1545.09 of the Revised Code has
adopted a penalty for the violation under division (B) of that section, the offender shall be penalized in
accordance with the penalty so adopted for the violation.

(R.C. § 1545.99)



36

Five Rivers MetroParks - Administration



TITLE V: PUBLIC WORKS

[Reserved]



Five Rivers MetroParks - Public Works



Chapter

TITLE VII: TRAFFIC CODE

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

GENERAL PROVISIONS
LICENSING PROVISIONS
TRAFFIC RULES
PARKING REGULATIONS
EQUIPMENT AND LOADS

BICYCLES, ELECTRIC TRANSPORTATION DEVICES,
AND MOTORCYCLES



Five Rivers MetroParks - Traffic Code



CHAPTER 70: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section

70.01  Definitions

70.02  Compliance with state law

70.03  Purposes of way

70.04 Impounding vehicles in violation

70.05 Testing, washing, or repairing vehicles in parks

70.99  Penalty
Statutory reference:
Local traffic regulations, scope and authority, see R.C. § 4511.07
Notice of arrest of certain commercial drivers, see R.C. § 5577.14
Traffic law photo-monitoring devices, state regulations, see R.C. §§ 4511.092 et seq.
Uniform application and precedence of state traffic laws, see R.C. § 4511.06

§ 70.01 DEFINITIONS.

Except as otherwise provided, the definitions set forth in R.C. § 4501.01 shall apply to this Title
and the penal laws of the municipality. For the purpose of this Title, the following definitions shall apply
unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR. Every self-propelled vehicle designed or used for drawing other
vehicles or wheeled machinery, but having no provision for carrying loads independently of such other
vehicles, and used principally for agricultural purposes.

ALLEY. A street or highway intended to provide access to the rear or side of lots or buildings in
urban districts, and not intended for the purpose of through vehicular traffic, and any street or highway
that has been declared an “alley” by the Legislative Authority of the municipality in which the street or
highway is located.

ARTERIAL STREET. Any United States or state numbered route, controlled-access highway, or
other major radial or circumferential street or highway designated by local authorities within their

respective jurisdictions as part of a major arterial system of streets or highways.

BEACON. A highway traffic signal with one or more signal sections that operate in a flashing mode.
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BICYCLE. Every device, other than a device that is designed solely for use as a play vehicle by a
child, that is propelled solely by human-power upon which a person may ride, and that has two or more
wheels, any of which is more than 14 inches in diameter.

BUS. Every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine passengers, and used for the
transportation of persons other than in a ridesharing arrangement, and every motor vehicle, automobile
for hire, or funeral car, other than a taxicab or motor vehicle used in a ridesharing arrangement,
designed and used for the transportation of persons for compensation.

BUSINESS DISTRICT. The territory fronting upon a street or highway, including the street or
highway, between successive intersections within the municipality, where 50% or more of the frontage
between successive intersections is occupied by buildings in use for business, or within or outside the
municipality where 50% or more of the frontage for a distance of 300 feet or more is occupied by
buildings in use for business, and the character of the territory is indicated by official traffic-control
devices.

CHAUFFEURED LIMOUSINE. A motor vehicle that is designed to carry nine or fewer passengers
and is operated for hire pursuant to a prearranged contract for the transportation of passengers on public
roads and highways along a route under the control of the person hiring the vehicle and not over a
defined and regular route. “Prearranged contract” means an agreement, made in advance of boarding,
to provide transportation from a specific location in an chauffeured limousine. The term does not include
any vehicle that is used exclusively in the business of funeral directing. (R.C. § 4501.01(LL))

CHILD DAY-CARE CENTER. Has the same meaning as set forth in R.C. § 5104.01.

COMMERCIAL TRACTOR. Every motor vehicle having motive power designed or used for
drawing other vehicles, and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon, or designed or used for
drawing other vehicles while carrying a portion of the other vehicles, or the load thereon, or both.

CONTROLLED-ACCESS HIGHWAY. Every street or highway in respect to which owners or
occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right or access to or from the same except
at certain points only and in a manner as may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction
over the street or highway.

CROSSWALK.

(1) That part of a roadway at intersections ordinarily included within the real or projected
prolongation of property lines and curb lines or, in the absence of curbs, the edges of the traversable
roadway;

(2) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere, distinctly indicated for pedestrian
crossing by lines or other markings on the surface;

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this definition, there shall not be a crosswalk
where the Legislative Authority has placed signs indicating no crossing.
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DRIVER. Any person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.

ELECTRIC BICYCLE. Means a “class 1 electric bicycle”, a “class 2 electric bicycle”, or a “class
3 electric bicycle” as defined below.

(1) CLASS 1 ELECTRIC BICYCLE. Means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable
pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that provides assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

(2) CLASS 2 ELECTRIC BICYCLE. Means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable
pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that may provide assistance regardless of whether the
rider is pedaling and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20
miles per hour.

(3) CLASS 3 ELECTRIC BICYCLE. Means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable
pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that provides assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour.

EMERGENCY VEHICLE. Emergency vehicles of municipal, township or county departments or
public utility corporations, when identified as such as required by law, the Director of Public Safety, or
local authorities, and motor vehicles when commandeered by a police officer.

EXPLOSIVES. Any chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is intended for the purpose of
producing an explosion that contains any oxidizing and combustible units or other ingredients in such
proportions, quantities, or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by percussion,
or by a detonator of any part of the compound or mixture may cause a sudden generation of highly
heated gases, such that the resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructive effects on
contiguous objects, or of destroying life or limb. Manufactured articles shall not be held to be explosives
when the individual units contain explosives in limited quantities of such nature or in such packing that
it is impossible to procure a simultaneous or a destructive explosion of the units, to the injury of life,
limb, or property by fire, friction, concussion, percussion, or by a detonator, such as fixed ammunition
for small arms, firecrackers, or safety fuse matches.

EXPRESSWAY. A divided arterial highway for through traffic with full or partial control of access
with an excess of 50% of all crossroads separated in grade.

FLAMMABLE LIQUID. Any liquid which has a flash point of 70°F or less, as determined by a
tagliabue or equivalent closed cup test device.

FREEWAY. A divided multi-lane highway for through traffic with crossroads separated in grade
and with full control of access.

FUNERAL ESCORT VEHICLE. Any motor vehicle, including a funeral hearse, while used to
facilitate the movement of a funeral procession.
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GROSS WEIGHT. The weight of a vehicle plus the weight of any load thereon.

HIGHWAY. The entire width between the boundary lines of every way open to the use of the public
as a thoroughfare for purposes of vehicular travel.

HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE VEHICLE. A vehicle used in snow and ice removal or road surface
maintenance, including a snow plow, traffic line striper, road sweeper, mowing machine, asphalt
distributing vehicle, or other such vehicle designed for use in specific highway maintenance activities.

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGNAL. A power-operated traffic control device by which traffic is warned
or directed to take some specific action. The term does not include a power-operated sign, steadily
illuminated pavement marker, warning light, or steady burning electric lamp.

HYBRID BEACON. A type of beacon that is intentionally placed in a dark mode between periods
of operation where no indications are displayed and, when in operation, displays both steady and flashing
traffic control signal indications.

INTERSECTION.

(1) The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if
none, the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two highways that join one another at, or
approximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different highways that
join at any other angle might come into conflict. The junction of an alley or driveway with a roadway
or highway does not constitute an intersection unless the roadway or highway at the junction is controlled
by a traffic control device.

(2) If a highway includes two roadways that are 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of
each roadway of such divided highway by an intersecting highway constitutes a separate intersection.
If both intersecting highways include two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of any
two roadways of such highways constitutes a separate intersection.

(3) Ata location controlled by a traffic control signal, regardless of the distance between the
separate intersections as described in division (2) of this definition:

(a) If astop line, yield line, or crosswalk has not been designated on the roadway within
the median between the separate intersections, the two intersections and the roadway and median
constitute one intersection.

(b) Where a stop line, yield line, or crosswalk line is designated on the roadway on the
intersection approach, the area within the crosswalk and any area beyond the designated stop line or yield
line constitute part of the intersection.

(c) Where a crosswalk is designated on a roadway on the departure from the intersection,
the intersection includes the area that extends to the far side of the crosswalk.
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LANED HIGHWAY. A highway the roadway of which is divided into two or more clearly marked
lanes for vehicular traffic.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES. Every county, municipal, and other local board or body having authority
to adopt police regulations under the Constitution and laws of this state.

LOW-SPEED MICROMOBILITY DEVICE. Means a device weighing less than 100 pounds that
has handlebars, is propelled by an electric motor or human-power, and has an attainable speed on a
paved level surface of not more than 20 miles per hour when propelled by the electric motor.

MEDIAN. The area between two roadways of a divided highway, measured from edge of traveled
way to edge of traveled way, but excluding turn lanes. The width of a median may be different between
intersections, between interchanges, and at opposite approaches of the same intersection.

MOTOR VEHICLE. Every vehicle propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power or
power collected from overhead electric trolley wires, except motorized bicycles, electric bicycles, road
rollers, traction engines, power shovels, power cranes and other equipment used in construction work,
and not designed for or employed in general highway transportation, hole-digging machinery,
well-drilling machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm machinery, and trailers designed and used
exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a marina, when
drawn or towed on a street or highway for a distance of no more than ten miles and at a speed of 25
miles per hour or less.

MOTORCYCLE. Every motor vehicle, other than a tractor, having a seat or saddle for the use of
the operator and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, including
but not limited to motor vehicles known as “motor-driven cycle”, “motor scooter”, “autocycle”,
“cab-enclosed motorcycle”, or “motorcycle” without regard to weight or brake horsepower.

MOTORIZED BICYCLE or MOPED. Any vehicle having either two tandem wheels or one wheel
in the front and two wheels in the rear, that may be pedaled, and that is equipped with a helper motor
of not more than 50 cubic centimeters piston displacement that produces not more than one brake
horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of not greater than 20 miles per hour on
a level surface. The terms do not include an electric bicycle.

MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIR. Any self-propelled vehicle designed for, and used by, a person with
a disability and that is incapable of a speed in excess of eight miles per hour.

MULTI-WHEEL AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR. A type of agricultural tractor that has two or more
wheels or tires on each side of one axle at the rear of the tractor, is designed or used for drawing other
vehicles or wheeled machinery, has no provision for carrying loads independently of the drawn vehicles
or machinery, and is used principally for agricultural purposes.

OPERATE. To cause or have caused movement of a vehicle.

OPERATOR. Any person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.
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PARKED or PARKING. The standing of a vehicle upon a street, road, alley, highway or public
ground, whether accompanied or unaccompanied by a driver, but does not include the temporary
standing of a vehicle for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or loading merchandise
Or passengers.

PEDESTRIAN. Any natural person afoot. The term includes a personal delivery device as defined
in R.C. § 4511.513 unless the context clearly suggests otherwise.

PERSON. Every natural person, firm, partnership, association or corporation.

POLE TRAILER. Every trailer or semitrailer attached to the towing vehicle by means of a reach,
pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to the towing vehicle, and ordinarily used for
transporting long or irregular shaped loads such as poles, pipes, or structural members capable,
generally, of sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting connections.

POLICE OFFICER. Every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic, or to make arrests for
violations of traffic regulations.

PREDICATE MOTOR VEHICLE OR TRAFFIC OFFENSE. Any of the following:

(1) A violation of R.C. § 4511.03, 4511.051, 4511.12, 4511.132, 4511.16, 4511.20,
4511.201, 4511.21, 4511.211, 4511.213, 4511.22, 4511.23, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28,
4511.29, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.32, 4511.33, 4511.34, 4511.35, 4511.36, 4511.37, 4511.38,
4511.39, 4511.40, 4511.41, 4511.42, 4511.43, 4511.431, 4511.432, 4511.44, 4511.441, 4511.451,
4511.452, 4511.46, 4511.47, 4511.48, 4511.481, 4511.49, 4511.50, 4511.511, 4511.53, 4511.54,
4511.55, 4511.56, 4511.57, 4511.58, 4511.59, 4511.60, 4511.61, 4511.64, 4511.66, 4511.661,
4511.68, 4511.70, 4511.701, 4511.71, 4511.711, 4511.712, 4511.713, 4511.72, 4511.73, 4511.763,
4511.771, 4511.78, or 4511.84;

(2) A violation of R.C. § 4511.17(A)(2), 4511.51(A) through (D), or 4511.74(A);

(3) A violation of any provision of R.C. §§ 4511.01 through 4511.76 for which no penalty
otherwise is provided in the section that contains the provision violated;

(4) A violation of R.C. § 4511.214;

(5) A violation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially equivalent to any section or
provision set forth or described in division (1), (2), (3), or (4) of this definition.

PRIVATE ROAD OPEN TO PUBLIC TRAVEL. A private toll road or road, including any adjacent
sidewalks that generally run parallel to the road, within a shopping center, airport, sports arena, or other
similar business or recreation facility that is privately owned but where the public is allowed to travel
without access restrictions. The term includes a gated toll road but does not include a road within a
private gated property where access is restricted at all times, a parking area, a driving aisle within a
parking area, or a private grade crossing.
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PRIVATE ROAD OR DRIVEWAY. Every way or place in private ownership used for vehicular
travel by the owner, and those having express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other
persons.

PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLE. Any of the following:

(1) Ambulances, including private ambulance companies under contract to a municipality,
township, or county, and private ambulances and nontransport vehicles bearing license plates issued
under R.C. § 4503.49;

(2) Motor vehicles used by public law enforcement officers or other persons sworn to enforce
the criminal and traffic laws of the state;

(3) Any motor vehicle when properly identified as required by the Director of Public Safety,
when used in response to fire emergency calls or to provide emergency medical service to ill or injured
persons, and when operated by a duly qualified person who is a member of a volunteer rescue service
or a volunteer fire department, and who is on duty pursuant to the rules or directives of that service. The
State Fire Marshal shall be designated by the Director of Public Safety as the certifying agency for all
public safety vehicles described herein;

(4) Vehicles used by fire departments, including motor vehicles when used by volunteer
firefighters responding to emergency calls in the fire department service when identified as required by
the Director of Public Safety;

(5) Any vehicle used to transport or provide emergency medical service to an ill or injured
person, when certified as a public safety vehicle, shall be considered such a vehicle when transporting
an ill or injured person to a hospital, regardless of whether such vehicle has already passed a hospital;

(6) Vehicles used by the Motor Carrier Enforcement Unit for the enforcement of orders and
rules of the Public Utilities Commission as specified in R.C. § 5503.34.

RAILROAD. A carrier of persons or property operating upon rails placed principally on a private
right-of-way.

RAILROAD SIGN OR SIGNAL. Any sign, signal, or device erected by authority of a public body
or official or by a railroad, and intended to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach
of a railroad train.

RAILROAD TRAIN. A steam engine or an electric or other motor, with or without cars coupled
thereto, operated by a railroad.

RESIDENCE DISTRICT. The territory, not comprising a business district, fronting on a street or
highway, including the street or highway, where, for a distance of 300 feet or more, the frontage is
improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.
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RIDESHARING ARRANGEMENT. Includes the transportation of persons in a motor vehicle where
the transportation is incidental to another purpose of a volunteer driver, and includes arrangements
known as carpools, vanpools, and buspools.

RIGHT-OF-WAY. Either of the following, as the context requires:

(1) The right of a vehicle or pedestrian to proceed uninterruptedly in a lawful manner in the
direction in which it, he or she is moving, in preference to another vehicle or pedestrian approaching
from a different direction into its, his or her path;

(2) A general term denoting land, property, or the interest therein, usually in the configuration
of a strip, acquired for or devoted to transportation purposes. When used in this context, “right-of-way”
includes the roadway, shoulders or berm, ditch, and slopes extending to the right-of-way limits under
the control of the state or local authority.

ROAD SERVICE VEHICLE. Wreckers, utility repair vehicles, and state, county, and municipal
service vehicles equipped with visual signals by means of flashing, rotating, or oscillating lights.

ROADWAY. The portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel,
except the berm or shoulder. If a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term means any
roadway separately, but not all the roadways collectively.

RURAL MAIL DELIVERY VEHICLE. Every vehicle used to deliver United States mail on a rural
mail delivery route.

SAFETY ZONE. The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of
pedestrians, and protected or marked or indicated by adequate signs so as to be plainly visible at all
times.

SCHOOL BUS. Every bus designed for carrying more than nine passengers which is owned by a
public, private, or governmental agency or institution of learning, and operated for the transportation
of children to or from a school session or a school function, or owned by a private person and operated
for compensation for the transportation of children to or from a school session or a school function;
provided the term does not include a bus operated by a municipally owned transportation system, a mass
transit company operating exclusively within the territorial limits of a municipality, or within such limits
and the territorial limits of municipalities immediately contiguous to the municipality, nor a common
passenger carrier certified by the Public Utilities Commission unless the bus is devoted exclusively to
the transportation of children to and from a school session or a school function, and the term does not
include a van or bus used by a licensed child day-care center or Type A Family Day-Care Home to
transport children from the child day-care center or Type A Family Day-Care Home to a school if the
van or bus does not have more than 15 children in the van or bus at any time.

SCOOTER. A foot-powered vehicle consisting of a platform mounted between two wheels with an
upright handle attached to the front wheel or platform.
(Rules and Regs. § 2)
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SEMITRAILER. Every vehicle designed or used for carrying persons or property with another and
separate motor vehicle so that in operation a part of its own weight or that of its load, or both, rests upon
and is carried by another vehicle.

SHARED-USE PATH. A bikeway outside the traveled way and physically separated from motorized
vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier and either within the highway right-of-way or within an
independent alignment. A shared-use path also may be used by pedestrians, including skaters, joggers,
users of manual and motorized wheelchairs, and other authorized motorized and non-motorized users.
A SHARED-USE PATH does not include any trail that is intended to be used primarily for mountain
biking, hiking, equestrian use, or other similar uses, or any other single track or natural surface trail that
has historically been reserved for non-motorized use.

SIDEWALK. That portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral line of a roadway, and
the adjacent property lines, intended for the use of pedestrians.

SKATEBOARD. A narrow board, about two feet long, mounted on rollerskate wheels, propelled
solely by human power upon which any person may ride.
(Rules and Regs. § 2)

STANDING. When prohibited, means any halting of a vehicle, even momentarily, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or
traffic control device.

STATE HIGHWAY. A highway under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation, outside
the limits of municipalities, provided that the authority conferred upon the Director of Transportation

in R.C. § 5511.01 to erect state highway route markers and signs directing traffic shall not be modified
by R.C. §§ 4511.01 through 4511.79 and 4511.99.

STATE ROUTE. Every highway which is designated with an official state route number and so
marked.

STOP. When required, means a complete cessation of movement.

STOP INTERSECTION. Any intersection at one or more entrances of which stop signs are erected.

STOPPING. When prohibited, means any halting of a vehicle, even momentarily, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or

traffic control device.

STREET. The entire width between the boundary lines of every way open to the use of the public
as a thoroughfare for purposes of vehicular travel.

THROUGH HIGHWAY. Every street or highway as provided in R.C. § 4511.65, or a substantially
equivalent municipal ordinance.
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THRUWAY. A through highway whose entire roadway is reserved for through traffic and on which
roadway parking is prohibited.

TRAFFIC. Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars, and other devices, either
singly or together, while using for purposes of travel any highway or private road open to public travel.

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE. A flagger, sign, signal, marking, or other device used to regulate,
warn, or guide traffic, placed on, over, or adjacent to a street, highway, private road open to public
travel, pedestrian facility, or shared-use path by authority of a public agency or official having
jurisdiction, or, in the case of a private road open to public travel, by authority of the private owner or
private official having jurisdiction.

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL. Any highway traffic signal by which traffic is alternately directed
to stop and permitted to proceed.

TRAILER. Every vehicle designed or used for carrying persons or property wholly on its own
structure, and for being drawn by a motor vehicle, including any vehicle when formed by or operated
as a combination of a semitrailer and a vehicle of the dolly type, such as that commonly known as a
trailer dolly, a vehicle used to transport agricultural produce or agricultural production materials between
a local place of storage or supply and the farm when drawn or towed on a street or highway at a speed
greater than 25 miles per hour and a vehicle designed and used exclusively to transport a boat between
a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a street or highway
for a distance of more than ten miles or at a speed of more than 25 miles per hour.

TRUCK. Every motor vehicle, except trailers and semitrailers, designed and used to carry property.
TYPE A FAMILY DAY-CARE HOME. Has the same meaning as set forth in R.C. § 5104.01.

URBAN DISTRICT. The territory contiguous to and including any street or highway which is built
up with structures devoted to business, industry, or dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than 100
feet for a distance of one-quarter of a mile or more, and the character of the territory is indicated by
official traffic-control devices.

VEHICLE. Every device, including a motorized bicycle and an electric bicycle, in, upon, or by
which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon a highway, except that the term does
not include any motorized wheelchair, any electric personal assistive mobility device, any low-speed
micromobility device, any personal delivery device as defined in R.C. § 4511.513, any device that is
moved by power collected from overhead electric trolley wires or that is used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks, or any device, other than a bicycle, that is moved by human-power.

WASTE COLLECTION VEHICLE. A vehicle used in the collection of garbage, refuse, trash, or
recyclable materials.
(R.C. §4511.01)
(Prior Code, § 70.01)
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§ 70.02 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW.

All motor vehicles and operators shall comply with the requirements of all sections of the Ohio
Revised Code pertaining to motor vehicles and operators while using Five Rivers MetroParks roads.
(Prior Code, § 70.02) (Rules and Regs. § 16.1)

§ 70.03 PURPOSES OF WAY.

No person shall use any portion of a park for purposes of way, except drives, roadways, walks, and
trails established for such purposes. Trails established as horse trails, foot trails, bicycle trails, or
multipurpose trails shall not be used for motor vehicular traffic.

(Prior Code, § 70.03) (Rules and Regs. § 16.2)

§ 70.04 IMPOUNDING VEHICLES IN VIOLATION.

Vehicles in parks in violation of these Rules and Regulations shall be removed, or caused to be
removed, by police officers to a location in or outside of a park, where the same may be kept until
owners or their authorized representative obtain an order from the Chief Executive Officer, or his or her
agents, releasing such vehicles to the owners thereof or their authorized representatives.

(Prior Code, § 70.04) (Rules and Regs. § 16.10)

§ 70.05 TESTING, WASHING, OR REPAIRING VEHICLES IN PARKS.

No person shall test, repair, wash, or wax any vehicle or mechanical device within the parks.
(Prior Code, § 70.05)

§ 70.99 PENALTY.

(A) Generally. Pursuant to R.C. § 1545.99, any person who violates any provision of this traffic
code where no specific penalty is otherwise provided shall be fined not more than $150 for a first
offense; for each subsequent offense, such person shall be fined not more than $1,000.

(Rules and Regs. § 22)

(B) State law penalty. Whoever violates any provision of this traffic code for which no penalty
otherwise is provided in the section violated is guilty of one of the following:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) or (B)(3) of this section, a minor
misdemeanor;
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(2) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded
guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree;

(3) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded
guilty to two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(R.C. § 4511.99)

(C) Violations committed while distracted.

(1) Asused in this section and each section referenced in division (C)(2) of this section, all of
the following apply:

(a) “Distracted” means doing either of the following while operating a vehicle:

1. Using an electronic wireless communications device, as defined in R.C.
§ 4511.204, in violation of that section.

2.  Engaging in any activity that is not necessary to the operation of a vehicle and
impairs, or reasonably would be expected to impair, the ability of the operator to drive the vehicle
safely.

(b) “Distracted” does not include operating a motor vehicle while wearing an earphone
or earplug over or in both ears at the same time. A person who so wears earphones or earplugs may be
charged with a violation of R.C. § 4511.84, or any substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.

(c) “Distracted” does not include conducting any activity while operating a utility service
vehicle or a vehicle for or on behalf of a utility, provided that the driver of the vehicle is acting in
response to an emergency, power outage, or a circumstance affecting the health or safety of individuals.
As used in this division (C)(1)(c):

UTILITY. An entity specified in R.C. § 4905.03(A), (C), (D), (E), or (G).
UTILITY SERVICE VEHICLE. A vehicle owned or operated by a utility.

(2) If an offender violates R.C. §§ 4511.03, 4511.051, 4511.12, 4511.121, 4511.132,
4511.21, 4511.211, 4511.213, 4511.22, 4511.23, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.29,
4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.32, 4511.33, 4511.34, 4511.35, 4511.36, 4511.37, 4511.38, 4511.39,
4511.40, 4511.41, 4511.42, 4511.43, 4511.431, 4511.44, 4511.441, 4511.451, 4511.46, 4511.47,
4511.54, 4511.55, 4511.57, 4511.58, 4511.59, 4511.60, 4511.61, 4511.64, 4511.71, 4511.711,
4511.712, 4511.713, 4511.72, or 4511.73, or any substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, while
distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the violation, the
offender is subject to the applicable penalty for the violation and, notwithstanding R.C. § 2929.28, is
subject to an additional fine of not more than $100 as follows:
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(@) 1.  Subject to Traffic Rule 13, if a law enforcement officer issues an offender a ticket,
citation, or summons for a violation of any of the aforementioned sections of the Ohio Revised Code,
or any substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, that indicates that the offender was distracted while
committing the violation and that the distracting activity was a contributing factor to the commission of
the violation, the offender may enter a written plea of guilty and waive the offender’s right to contest
the ticket, citation, or summons in a trial provided that the offender pays the total amount of the fine
established for the violation and pays the additional fine of $100.

2. Inlieu of payment of the additional fine of $100, the offender instead may elect
to attend a distracted driving safety course, the duration and contents of which shall be established by
the Ohio Director of Public Safety. If the offender attends and successfully completes the course, the
offender shall be issued written evidence that the offender successfully completed the course. The
offender shall be required to pay the total amount of the fine established for the violation, but shall not
be required to pay the additional fine of $100, so long as the offender submits to the court both the
offender’s payment in full and such written evidence.

(b)1.  If the offender appears in person to contest the ticket, citation, or summons in a
trial and the offender pleads guilty to or is convicted of the violation, the court, in addition to all other
penalties provided by law, may impose the applicable penalty for the violation and may impose the
additional fine of not more than $100.

2. If the court imposes upon the offender the applicable penalty for the violation and
an additional fine of not more than $100, the court shall inform the offender that, in lieu of payment of
the additional fine of not more than $100, the offender instead may elect to attend the distracted driving
safety course described in division (C)(2)(a) of this section. If the offender elects the course option and
attends and successfully completes the course, the offender shall be issued written evidence that the
offender successfully completed the course. The offender shall be required to pay the total amount of the
fine established for the violation, but shall not be required to pay the additional fine of not more than
$100, so long as the offender submits to the court the offender’s payment and such written evidence.

(3) If a law enforcement officer issues an offender a ticket, citation, or summons for a
violation of any of the sections of the Revised Code listed in division (C)(2) of this section that indicates
that the offender was distracted while committing the violation and that the distracting activity was a
contributing factor to the commission of the violation, the officer shall do both of the following:

(a) Report the issuance of the ticket, citation, or summons to the officer’s law enforcement
agency;

(b) Ensure that such report indicates the offender’s race.
(R.C. § 4511.991)
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(D) Sentencing. Whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor or minor misdemeanor
shall be sentenced in accordance with § 130.99.
(Prior Code, § 70.99)

Statutory reference:
Reimbursement for costs of confinement, see R.C. §§ 2929.36 et seq.



Section

71.01

71.15
71.16
71.17
71.18
71.19
71.20
71.21

CHAPTER 71: LICENSING PROVISIONS

Motor Vehicle Licensing
Display of license plates or validation stickers; registration
Prohibitions

Prohibited acts

Display of license

Prohibition against false statements

Use of unauthorized plates

Operating with number of former owner
Driving without license

Driving without license plates

Statutory reference:

Commercial driver’s licenses, see R.C. Chapter 4506

Driver’s licenses, see R.C. Chapter 4507

Motor vehicle licensing, see R.C. Chapter 4504

Municipal motor vehicle license tax, see R.C. § 4504.06

Notice of arrest of certain commercial drivers, see R.C. § 5577.14

Proof of financial responsibility required; civil penalties; peace officers as agents of Registrar of
Motor Vehicles,; procedures and rules, see R.C. §§ 4509.101 et seq.

Suspension and revocation of driver’s licenses, see R.C. Chapter 4510

Suspension of driver’s licenses; municipal power to suspend for a period not to exceed time
permitted or required by state law, see R.C. § 4510.05

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSING

§ 71.01 DISPLAY OF LICENSE PLATES OR VALIDATION STICKERS; REGISTRATION.

(A) (1) No person who is the owner or operator of a motor vehicle shall fail to display in plain
view on the rear of the motor vehicle a license plate that displays the distinctive number and registration
mark assigned to the motor vehicle by the Ohio Director of Public Safety, including any county

17
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identification sticker and any validation sticker when required by and issued under R.C. §§ 4503.19 and
4503.191. However, a commercial tractor shall display the license plate on the front of the commercial
tractor.

(2) The license plate shall be securely fastened so as not to swing, and shall not be covered by
any material that obstructs its visibility.

(3) No person to whom a temporary motor vehicle license registration has been issued for the
use of a motor vehicle under R.C. § 4503.182, and no operator of that motor vehicle, shall fail to display
the temporary motor vehicle license registration in plain view from the rear of the vehicle either in the
rear window or on an external rear surface of the motor vehicle.

(4) No person shall cover a temporary motor vehicle license registration by any material that
obstructs its visibility.
(R.C. § 4503.21(A))

(B) Except as otherwise provided by R.C. §§4503.103, 4503.173, 4503.41, 4503.43, and 4503.46,
no person who is the owner or chauffeur of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public roads or
highways shall fail to file annually the application for registration or to pay the tax therefor.

(R.C. §4503.11(A))

(C) (1) Within 30 days of becoming a resident of this state, any person who owns a motor vehicle
operated or driven upon the public roads or highways shall register the vehicle in this state. If such a
person fails to register a vehicle owned by the person, the person shall not operate any motor vehicle in
this state under a license issued by another state.

(2) For purposes of division (C)(1) of this section, RESIDENT means any person to whom any
of the following applies:

(a) The person maintains their principal residence in this state and does not reside in this
state as a result of the person’s active service in the United States armed forces.

(b) The person is determined by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to be a resident in
accordance with standards adopted by the Registrar under R.C. § 4507.01.
(R.C. §4503.111(A), (C))

(D) Upon the transfer of ownership of a motor vehicle, the registration of the motor vehicle expires,
and the original owner immediately shall remove the license plates from the motor vehicle, except as
otherwise provided in R.C. § 4503.12.

(R.C. § 4503.12(A))

(E) No person who is the owner of a motor vehicle and a resident of this state shall operate or drive
the motor vehicle upon the highways of this municipality while it displays a distinctive number or
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identification mark issued by or under the authority of another state, without complying with the laws
of this state relating to the registration and identification of motor vehicles.
(R.C. § 4549.12(A))

(F) (1) (a) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

(b) The offenses established under division (A) of this section are strict liability offenses
and R.C. § 2901.20 does not apply. The designation of these offenses as strict liability offenses shall not
be construed to imply that any other offense, for which there is no specified degree of culpability, is not
a strict liability offense.

(R.C. § 4503.21(B), (C))

(2) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(R.C. § 4503.11(D))

(3) (a) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

(b) The offense established under division (F)(3)(a) of this section is a strict liability
offense and strict liability is a culpable mental state for purposes of R.C. § 2901.20. The designation of
this offense as a strict liability offense shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for which
there is no specified degree of culpability, is not a strict liability offense.

(R.C. §4503.111(B))

(4) Whoever violates division (D) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.
(R.C. § 4503.12(D))

(6) Whoever violates division (E) of this section is guilty of illegal operation by a resident of
this state of a motor vehicle bearing the distinctive number or identification mark issued by a foreign
jurisdiction, a minor misdemeanor.

(R.C. § 4549.12(B))
(Prior Code, § 71.01)

PROHIBITIONS

§ 71.15 PROHIBITED ACTS.
(A) No person shall do any of the following:
(1) Display or cause or permit to be displayed, or possess any identification card, driver’s or

commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit, or commercial driver’s license temporary
instruction permit knowing the same to be fictitious, or to have been canceled, suspended, or altered;
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(2) Lend to a person not entitled thereto, or knowingly permit a person not entitled thereto to
use any identification card, driver’s or commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit or
commercial driver’s license temporary instruction permit issued to the person so lending or permitting
the use thereof;

(3) Display, or represent as one’s own, any identification card, driver’s or commercial driver’s
license, temporary instruction permit, or commercial driver’s license temporary instruction permit not
issued to the person so displaying the same;

(4) Fail to surrender to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, upon the Registrar’s demand, any
identification card, driver’s or commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit, or commercial
driver’s license temporary instruction permit that has been suspended or canceled;

(5) In any application for an identification card, driver’s or commercial driver’s license,
temporary instruction permit, or commercial driver’s license temporary instruction permit or any
renewal, reprint, or duplicate thereof, knowingly conceal a material fact or present any physician’s
statement required under R.C. § 4507.08 or 4507.081 when knowing the same to be false or fictitious.

(B) Whoever violates any division of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 4507.30) (Prior Code, § 71.05)
Statutory reference:

Use of license to violate liquor laws; suspension; procedures, see R.C. § 4510.33

§ 71.16 DISPLAY OF LICENSE.

(A) The operator of a motor vehicle shall display the operator’s driver’s license, or furnish
satisfactory proof that the operator has a driver’s license, upon demand of any peace officer or of any
person damaged or injured in any collision in which the licensee may be involved. When a demand is
properly made, and the operator has the operator’s driver’s license on or about the operator’s person,
the operator shall not refuse to display the license. A person’s failure to furnish satisfactory evidence that
the person is licensed under R.C. Chapter 4507 when the person does not have the person’s license on
or about the person’s person shall be prima facie evidence of the person’s not having obtained a driver’s
license.

(B) (1) Except as provided in division (B)(2) of this section, whoever violates this section is guilty
of an unclassified misdemeanor. When the offense is an unclassified misdemeanor, the offender shall be
sentenced pursuant to § 130.18, § 130.99 or R.C. §§ 2929.21 t0 2929.28, except that the offender shall
not be sentenced to a jail term; the offender shall not be sentenced to a community residential sanction
pursuant to § 130.99(E) or R.C. § 2929.26; notwithstanding § 130.99(H)(1)(b)1. and R.C.
§ 2929.28(A)(2)(a), the offender may be fined up to $1,000; and notwithstanding § 130.99(G)(1)(c) and
R.C. § 2929.27(A)(3), the offender may be ordered pursuant to § 130.99(G)(3) or R.C. § 2929.27(C)
to serve a term of community service of up to 500 hours. The failure of an offender to complete a term
of community service imposed by the court may be punished as indirect criminal contempt under R.C.
§ 2705.02(A) that may be filed in the underlying case.
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(2) If, within three years of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this section, R.C. § 4507.35, or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance, the offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(R.C. § 4507.35) (Prior Code, § 71.06)

§ 71.17 PROHIBITION AGAINST FALSE STATEMENTS.

(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement to any matter or thing required by the
provisions of this traffic code.

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 4507.36) (Prior Code, § 71.07)

§ 71.18 USE OF UNAUTHORIZED PLATES.

(A) Generally. No person shall operate or drive a motor vehicle upon the public roads and highways
in this municipality if it displays a license plate or a distinctive number or identification mark that meets
any of the following criteria:

(1) It is fictitious;

(2) It is a counterfeit or an unlawfully made copy of any distinctive number or identification
mark;

(3) It belongs to another motor vehicle, provided that this section does not apply to a motor
vehicle that is operated on the public roads and highways in this municipality when the motor vehicle
displays license plates that originally were issued for a motor vehicle that previously was owned by the
same person who owns the motor vehicle that is operated on the public roads and highways in this
municipality during the 30-day period described in R.C. § 4503.12(A)(4).

(B) Failure to comply with R.C. § 4503.12. A person who fails to comply with the transfer of
registration provisions of R.C. § 4503.12 and is charged with a violation of that section shall not be
charged with a violation of this section.

(C) State law penalty. Whoever violates division (A)(1), (A)(2), or (A)(3) of this section is guilty
of operating a motor vehicle bearing an invalid license plate or identification mark, a misdemeanor of

the fourth degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
(R.C. § 4549.08) (Prior Code, § 71.09)
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§ 71.19 OPERATING WITH NUMBER OF FORMER OWNER.

(A) Generally. No person shall operate or drive upon the highways of this municipality a motor
vehicle acquired from a former owner who has registered the motor vehicle, while the motor vehicle
displays the distinctive number or identification mark assigned to it upon its original registration.
(R.C. §4549.11(A))

(B) State law penalty. Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of operation of a motor
vehicle bearing license plates or an identification mark issued to another, a minor misdemeanor on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree on each subsequent offense.

(R.C. § 4549.11(B))
(Prior Code, § 71.10)

§ 71.20 DRIVING WITHOUT LICENSE.

No person shall drive a motor vehicle within a park unless such person has been licensed as an
operator or chauffeur, or cause or permit a minor under 18 years of age to drive a motor vehicle within
a park unless such minor has first obtained a license or permit to drive a motor vehicle.

(Prior Code, § 71.11) (Rules and Regs. § 16.17)

Statutory reference:
Similar provisions, see R.C. §§ 4507.01 through 4507.39
Specifically, see R.C. § 4507.31

§ 71.21 DRIVING WITHOUT LICENSE PLATES.

No person who is the owner or operator of a motor vehicle shall operate, or cause or permit such
motor vehicle to be operated, within the park unless such vehicle displays the distinctive number and
registration marks of license plates, legally issued for the current year, securely fastened to the vehicle.
(Prior Code, § 71.12) (Rules and Regs. § 16.16)



Section

72.001
72.002
72.003
72.004
72.005
72.006
72.007
72.008
72.009
72.010
72.011
72.012
72.013
72.014
72.015
72.016

72.030
72.031
72.032
72.033
72.034
72.035
72.036
72.037
72.038
72.039
72.040
72.041

CHAPTER 72: TRAFFIC RULES

General Provisions

Lanes of travel upon roadways

Vehicles traveling in opposite directions

Emergency vehicles to proceed cautiously past red or stop signal
Obeying traffic-control devices

Prohibition against alteration, defacing, or removal prohibited
One-way highways and rotary traffic islands

Rules for driving in marked lanes

Space between moving vehicles

No passing

Rules for turns at intersections

U-turns and turning in roadway prohibited

Starting and backing vehicles

Turn and stop signals

Hand and arm signals

Compliance with order of police officer

Prohibition against resisting officer

Right-of-Way

Right-of-way at intersections

Right-of-way when turning left

Right-of-way at through highways; stop signs; yield signs
Stop at sidewalk or trail area

Right-of-way on public highway

Failure to yield to pedestrians

Failure to yield to emergency vehicles

Animal compliance

Pedestrians yield right-of-way to public safety vehicle
Pedestrian on crosswalk has right-of-way
Right-of-way yielded to blind person

Right-of-way yielded by pedestrian

23
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Pedestrians

72.055 Pedestrian movement in crosswalks
72.056 Prohibition against soliciting rides; riding on outside of vehicle

Reckless Operation

72.070 Reckless operation of vehicle
72.071 Operator to be in reasonable control

Accidents

72.085 Exchange of identity and vehicle registration
72.086 Accident involving injury to persons or property
72.087 Accident involving damage to realty

72.088 Failure to report accident

Prohibitions

72.100 Obstruction and interference affecting view and control of driver
72.101 Driving on closed roads
72.102 Following an emergency or public vehicle prohibited; approaching stationary public
safety vehicle with caution
72.103 Slow speed; speed limit
72.104 Transporting child not in child-restraint system prohibited
72.105 Occupant restraining devices
72.106 Street racing defined; prohibited on public highways
72.107 Driving through safety zone
72.108 Operating motor vehicles while wearing earphones or earplugs
72.109 Defacement of surface
Statutory reference:
Notice of arrest of certain commercial drivers, see R.C. § 5577.14

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 72.001 LANES OF TRAVEL UPON ROADWAYS.

(A) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the
roadway, except as follows:

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when
making a left turn under the rules governing such movements;
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(2) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the
highway; provided, any person so doing shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling in the
proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway within such distance as to constitute an
immediate hazard;

(3) When driving upon a roadway divided into three or more marked lanes for traffic under
the rules applicable thereon;

(4) When driving upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic;
(5) When otherwise directed by a police officer or traffic-control device.

(B) (1) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the prevailing and lawful speed of
traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand lane
then available for traffic, and far enough to the right to allow passing by faster vehicles if such passing
is safe and reasonable, except under any of the following circumstances:

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;
(b) When preparing for a left turn;

(c) When the driver must necessarily drive in a lane other than the right-hand lane to
continue on the driver’s intended route.

(2) Nothing in division (B)(1) of this section requires a driver of a slower vehicle to
compromise the driver’s safety to allow overtaking by a faster vehicle.

(C) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and providing for two-way
movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center line of the roadway, except when
authorized by official traffic-control devices designating certain lanes to the left of the center of the
roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use the lanes, or except as permitted under division
(A)(2) of this section. This division shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center line
in making a left turn into or from an alley, private road, or driveway.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(E) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.25) (Prior Code, § 72.001)
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§ 72.002 VEHICLES TRAVELING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS.

(A) Operators of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the right, and
upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each direction, each operator shall
give to the other one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway or as nearly one-half as is
reasonably possible.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.26) (Prior Code, § 72.002)

§ 72.003 EMERGENCY VEHICLES TO PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY PAST RED OR STOP
SIGNAL.

(A) The driver of any emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an emergency
call, upon approaching a red or stop signal or any stop sign, shall slow down as necessary for safety to
traffic, but may proceed cautiously past the red or stop sign or signal with due regard for the safety of
all persons using the street or highway.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.03) (Prior Code, § 72.003)
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§ 72.004 OBEYING TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES.

(A) (1) No pedestrian or driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any traffic-control
device placed in accordance with the provisions of this traffic code, unless at the time otherwise directed
by a police officer.

(2) No provision of this traffic code for which signs are required shall be enforced against an
alleged violator if, at the time and place of the alleged violation, an official sign is not in proper position
and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section of
this traffic code does not state that signs are required, that section shall be effective even though no signs
are erected or in place.

(R.C. §4511.12(A))

(B) (1) Except as provided in division (C) of this section, any operator of a commercial motor
vehicle, upon approaching a scale location established for the purpose of determining the weight of the
vehicle and its load, shall comply with any traffic control device or the order of a peace officer directing
the vehicle to proceed to be weighed or otherwise inspected.

(2) Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle, upon bypassing a scale location in accordance
with division (C) of this section, shall comply with an order of a peace officer to stop the vehicle to
verify the use and operation of an electronic clearance device.

(C) Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle that is equipped with an electronic clearance device
authorized by the Superintendent of the State Highway Patrol under R.C. § 4549.081 may bypass a scale
location, regardless of the instruction of a traffic control device to enter the scale facility, if either of the
following apply:

(1) The in-cab transponder displays a green light or other affirmative visual signal and also
sounds an affirmative audible signal;

(2) Any other criterion established by the Superintendent of the State Highway Patrol is met.

(D) Any peace officer may order the operator of a commercial motor vehicle that bypasses a scale
location to stop the vehicle to verify the use and operation of an electronic clearance device.

(E) As used in this section, COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE means any combination of
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating or an actual gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds
if the vehicle is used in interstate or intrastate commerce to transport property and also means any vehicle
that is transporting hazardous materials for which placarding is required pursuant to 49 C.F.R. parts 100
through 180.

(R.C. §4511.121(A) - (C), (E))

(F) No person shall use an electronic clearance device if the device or its use is not in compliance
with rules of the Superintendent of the State Highway Patrol.
(R.C. § 4549.081(B))
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(G) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A) of this section
is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates division
(A) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense,
the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses,
whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. If the
offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing factor to the
commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under § 70.99(C).
(R.C. §4511.12(B))

(2) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation
of division (B) of this section or any substantially equivalent state law or municipal ordinance, whoever
violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations
of division (B) of this section or any substantially equivalent state law or municipal ordinance, whoever
violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. If the offender
commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing factor to the
commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under § 70.99(C).
(R.C. §4511.121(D))

(3) Whoever violates division (F) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree
on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
(R.C. § 4549.081(C))
(Prior Code, § 72.004)
Statutory reference:
Placing traffic-control devices on state highways, permission required, see R.C. § 4511.10
Traffic-control devices to conform to the state manual and specifications, see R.C. § 4511.11
Uniform system of traffic-control devices, see R.C. § 4511.09

§ 72.005 PROHIBITION AGAINST ALTERATION, DEFACING, OR REMOVAL
PROHIBITED.

(A) No person, without lawful authority, shall do any of the following:

(1) Knowingly move, deface, damage, destroy, or otherwise improperly tamper with any
traffic-control device, any railroad sign or signal, or any inscription, shield, or insignia on the device,
sign, or signal, or any part of the device, sign, or signal;

(2) Knowingly drive upon or over any freshly applied pavement marking material on the
surface of a roadway while the marking material is in an undried condition, and is marked by flags,
markers, signs, or other devices intended to protect it;
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(3) Knowingly move, damage, destroy, or otherwise improperly tamper with a manhole cover.

(B) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A)(1) or (A)(3)
of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. If a violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(3)
of this section creates a risk of physical harm to any person, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree. If a violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(3) of this section causes serious physical harm
to property that is owned, leased, or controlled by a state or local authority, the offender is guilty of a
felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A)(2) of this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates
division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic
offenses, whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(R.C. § 4511.17) (Prior Code, § 72.005)

§ 72.006 ONE-WAY HIGHWAYS AND ROTARY TRAFFIC ISLANDS.

(A) (1) Upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic, a vehicle shall
be driven only in the direction designated.

(2) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of the rotary
traffic island.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.32) (Prior Code, § 72.006)

§ 72.007 RULES FOR DRIVING IN MARKED LANES.

(A) Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic, or
wherever within the municipality traffic is lawfully moving in two or more substantially continuous lines
in the same direction, the following rules apply.
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(1) A vehicle shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely within a single lane or line
of traffic and shall not be moved from the lane or line until the driver has first ascertained that the
movement can be made with safety.

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for the two-way movement
of traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane, except when overtaking and passing another
vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and the center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance,
or when preparing for a left turn, or where the center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic
moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding, and is posted with signs to give notice of such
allocation.

(3) Official signs may be erected directing specified traffic to use a designated lane or
designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction, regardless of the center of
the roadway, or restricting the use of a particular lane to only buses during certain hours or during all
hours, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of such signs.

(4) Official traffic-control devices may be installed prohibiting the changing of lanes on
sections of roadway, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every such device.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.33) (Prior Code, § 72.007)

§ 72.008 SPACE BETWEEN MOVING VEHICLES.

(A) (1) The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is
reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of the vehicle and the traffic upon and the
condition of the highway.

(2) The driver of any truck, or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon
aroadway outside a business or residence district, shall maintain a sufficient space, whenever conditions
permit, between the vehicle and another vehicle ahead so an overtaking motor vehicle may enter and
occupy the space without danger. This division (A)(2) does not prevent overtaking and passing nor does
it apply to any lane specially designated for use by trucks.
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(3) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district
in a caravan or motorcade shall maintain a sufficient space between the vehicles so an overtaking vehicle
may enter and occupy the space without danger. This division (A)(3) shall not apply to funeral
processions.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.34) (Prior Code, § 72.008)

§ 72.009 NO PASSING.

No person, while operating a vehicle on a park road, except authorized agents in park vehicles, shall
pass another moving vehicle on the left, except as set forth in § 72.001.
(Prior Code, § 72.009)

§ 72.010 RULES FOR TURNS AT INTERSECTIONS.

(A) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be governed by the following
rules:

(1) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the
right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) At any intersection where traffic is permitted to move in both directions on each roadway
entering the intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the
roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of the center line where it enters the
intersection, and, after entering the intersection, the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection
to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered. Whenever practicable, the left turn shall be
made in that portion of the intersection to the left of the center of the intersection.

(3) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more of the
roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall approach the
intersection in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of travel
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of the vehicle, and, after entering the intersection, the left turn shall be made so as to leave the
intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left hand lane of the roadway being entered lawfully
available to traffic moving in that lane.

(B) The Department of Transportation and local authorities may cause markers, buttons, or signs
to be placed within or adjacent to intersections, and thereby require and direct that a different course
from that specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and when markers,
buttons, or signs are so placed, no operator of a vehicle shall turn the vehicle at an intersection other
than as directed and required by the markers, buttons, or signs.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(D) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.36) (Prior Code, § 72.010)

§ 72.011 U-TURNS AND TURNING IN ROADWAY PROHIBITED.

(A) Except as provided in R.C. § 4511.13 and division (B) of this section, no vehicle shall be turned
so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to or near the crest of
a grade, if such vehicle cannot be seen within 500 feet by the driver of any other vehicle approaching
from either direction.

(B) The driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an emergency
call, may turn the vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite direction. This division applies only when the
emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is responding to an emergency call, is equipped with and
displaying at least one flashing, rotating, or oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions
from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle, and when the driver of the vehicle is giving an
audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell. This division does not relieve the driver of an
emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all
persons and property upon the highway.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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(D) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.37) (Prior Code, § 72.011)

§ 72.012 STARTING AND BACKING VEHICLES.

(A) (1) No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing, or parked until the movement
can be made with reasonable safety.

(2) Before backing, operators of vehicles shall give ample warning, and while backing they
shall exercise vigilance not to injure person or property on the street or highway.

(3) No person shall back a motor vehicle on a freeway, except:
(a) In arest area;
(b) In the performance of public works or official duties;
(c) As aresult of an emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of a motor vehicle.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.38) (Prior Code, § 72.012)

§ 72.013 TURN AND STOP SIGNALS.

(A) (1) No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a highway unless and until the
person has exercised due care to ascertain that the movement can be made with reasonable safety, nor
without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided.

(2) When required, a signal of intention to turn or move right or left shall be given
continuously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning, except that in
the case of a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle, the signal shall be made not less than one
time but is not required to be continuous. A bicycle or electric bicycle operator is not required to make
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a signal if the bicycle is in a designated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given when the operator’s
hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

(3) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an
appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear,
when there is opportunity to give a signal.

(4) Any stop or turn signal required by this section shall be given either by means of the hand
and arm, or by signal lights that clearly indicate to both approaching and following traffic the intention
to turn or move right or left, except that any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped with,
and the required signal shall be given by, signal lights when the distance from the center of the top of
the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds 24
inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body
or load thereof exceeds 14 feet, whether a single vehicle or a combination of vehicles.

(5) The signal lights required by this section shall not be flashed on one side only on a disabled
vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or “do pass” signal to operators of other vehicles approaching from the
rear, nor be flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle except as may be necessary for compliance with
this section.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.39) (Prior Code, § 72.013)
§ 72.014 HAND AND ARM SIGNALS.

(A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section, all signals required by the provisions of this
traffic code, when given by hand and arm, shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the
following manner, and the signals shall indicate as follows:

(1) Left turn, hand and arm extended horizontally;

(2) Right turn, hand and arm extended upward;

(3) Stop or decrease speed, hand and arm extended downward.
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(B) As an alternative to division (A)(2) of this section, a person operating a bicycle or electric
bicycle may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side
of the bicycle or electric bicycle.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(D) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.40) (Prior Code, § 72.014)

§ 72.015 COMPLIANCE WITH ORDER OF POLICE OFFICER.

(A) No person shall fail to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer invested
with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic.

(B) No person shall operate a motor vehicle so as willfully to elude or flee a police officer after
receiving a visible or audible signal from a police officer to bring the person’s motor vehicle to a stop.

(C) (1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with an order or signal of a
police officer.

(2) A violation of division (A) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(3) Except as provided in divisions (C)(4) and (C)(5) of this section, a violation of division (B)
of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(4) Except as provided in division (C)(5) of this section, a violation of division (B) of this
section is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate state law if the jury or judge as trier of fact
finds by proof beyond a reasonable doubt that in committing the offense, the offender was fleeing
immediately after the commission of a felony.

(5) (a) A violation of division (B) of this section is a felony and shall be prosecuted under
appropriate state law if the jury or judge as trier of fact finds any of the following by proof beyond a
reasonable doubt:

1.  The operation of the motor vehicle by the offender was a proximate cause of
serious physical harm to persons or property.
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2. The operation of the motor vehicle by the offender caused a substantial risk of
serious physical harm to persons or property.

(b) If a police officer pursues an offender who is violating division (B) of this section and
division (C)(5)(a) of this section applies, the sentencing court, in determining the seriousness of an
offender’s conduct for purposes of sentencing the offender for a violation of division (B) of this section,
shall consider, along with the factors set forth in R.C. §§ 2929.12 and 2929.13 that are required to be
considered, all of the following:

1.  The duration of the pursuit;
2. The distance of the pursuit;

3.  The rate of speed at which the offender operated the motor vehicle during the
pursuit;

4.  Whether the offender failed to stop for traffic lights or stop signs during the
pursuit;

5. The number of traffic lights or stop signs for which the offender failed to stop
during the pursuit;

6.  Whether the offender operated the motor vehicle during the pursuit without lighted
lights during a time when lighted lights are required;

7.  Whether the offender committed a moving violation during the pursuit;
8.  The number of moving violations the offender committed during the pursuit;

9.  Any other relevant factors indicating that the offender’s conduct is more serious
than conduct normally constituting the offense.

(D) In addition to any other sanction imposed for a violation of division (A) of this section or a
misdemeanor violation of division (B) of this section, the court shall impose a class five suspension from
the range specified in R.C. § 4510.02(A)(5). If the offender previously has been found guilty of an
offense under this section or under R.C. § 2921.331 or any other substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance, in addition to any other sanction imposed for the offense, the court shall impose a class one
suspension as described in R.C. § 4510.02(A)(1). The court may grant limited driving privileges to the
offender on a suspension imposed for a misdemeanor violation of this section as set forth in R.C.
§ 4510.021. No judge shall suspend any portion of the suspension under a class one suspension of an
offender’s license, permit, or privilege required by this division.

(E) As used in this section:

MOVING VIOLATION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2743.70.
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POLICE OFFICER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 4511.01.
(R.C. § 2921.331(A) - (C), (E), (F)) (Prior Code, § 72.015)

§ 72.016 PROHIBITION AGAINST RESISTING OFFICER.

(A) No person shall resist, hinder, obstruct, or abuse any sheriff, constable, or other official while
that official is attempting to arrest offenders under any provision of this Title VII. No person shall
interfere with any person charged under any provision of this Title VII with the enforcement of the law
relative to public highways.

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(R.C. § 4513.36)

(C) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the hindrance, obstruction, resistance, or
interference alleged consisted of constitutionally protected speech only.
(Prior Code, § 72.016)

RIGHT-OF-WAY

§ 72.030 RIGHT-OF-WAY AT INTERSECTIONS.

(A) When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection from different streets or highways at
approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the
vehicle on the right.

(B) The right-of-way rule declared in division (A) of this section is modified at through highways
and otherwise as stated in this traffic code or R.C. Chapter 4511.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(D) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under
§ 70.99(C).

(R.C. § 4511.41) (Prior Code, § 72.030)
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§ 72.031 RIGHT-OF-WAY WHEN TURNING LEFT.

(A) The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley,
private road, or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any 